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T0 HIS GRACE 


The DUKE of PORTL AND; 


My Lord Duke; 


YOUR private and public cha- 
racter, had you never been Vice- 
roy of Ireland, would naturally 
point out your Grace as the 


patron of 4; work, friendly to 
F REEDOM: indy MANKIND. | 
Bur th&plorious part which 


you have hac ih the emancipation 
of my country, peculiarly in- 
duces me, to dedicate this Hi- 
ſtory to your Grace; ſmall as 
the compliment may be, it is 
ſincere, and one that I would 
only pay to Virtue: 


I have the honor to be, 


Your Grace's moſt devoted and 
moſt humble ſervant, 


FRANCIS DOBBS. 


a > —— 


ö ̃ . ꝗ³ 1 ngen r 


TO THE PUBLIC. 


THE important tranſadtions which 
have happened in the adminiſtrations of Lord 
Buckinghamſhire, Lord Carliſle, and the 


Due of Portland, muſt render a tuftory 
of thoſe times intereſting to every man. 


It is a period peculiarly intereſting to Iriſh- 
men. In that ſhort time their country 
was emancipated, — a bloodleſs Revolution 


took place, and we became united with our 


former tyrant, by the ſatred bond * equal 


Freedom. 


Stall not enter into a minute detail, ex- 


rept of the moſt important events. The lead- 
ing features will in general be ſuffictent, and 
every reader will be able to fill up the can- 
vaſs. What IT aſſert as facts, I will take 
all poſfible care ſhall be ſo. You muſt de- 
termine how far my concluftons are u. It 
it your right, and I humbly ſubmit to it. 


FRANCIS DOBBS, 
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Abb this „ commences ; in, Oftobep 


Hen 1” 3 YL 
1779, it canngt be i to tak e a ſho! 
view of the fituatjon. of e at — 


period. Whether Ne Were, "gr ere nat | 


2 conquered nation, is, 181 py. _— 
E 570 Nee men, an 

ſuch had a right to be free The 6th 5 
"Ges, I. was founded in power and in- 


juſtice, for we had a right, in every ſhape, 
tothe Britiſh, conſtitutiog, and that w 
deprived us of it; In October 1979, it 
not only exiſted, but was exerciſed, and 
there were many Britiſh ads of re 
qt binding Ireland 5 


5 5 1 
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„Bete let s behold or ani 
form ard beyond the — for, it was 
on 
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4 s 1 
on the plains of America, that Ireland ob- 
tained her freedom : Great Britain, mad 
with power, and unjuſt, becauſe ſhe 
thought ſhe might be fo with impunity, 
attempted to tax America : : She had alſo 
involved herfelf in a war with the Houſe 

of Bourbon, and their united powers 
were exerted againſt her: She had ſa- 
crificed. a trade that brought. her ann al- 
ly, : a balance of three mill illions in her fa 
vor; and 1 in "the \ wild purſyit of an ideal, 


and unjuſt revenue, ſhe had ſquandered 


her treaſure, and ſp ilt her 1 heſt and dear- 
eſt blood. Tat foul! hy weyer, that | had 
mifled het, Was ſinking, and the day 


| was -- iris. when misfortune was | 


to tech Her Ks cape 55 e er, 


7 
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a. elend bebeld _ malle, the ans: 
rious ſtruggle of the Americans ſharers 


in one common calamity, ve could not 


behold her fate with indifference the 


ſame right as to us, Was openly avowed 
in the Britiſh ſenate, and we ſaw that if 
Great — Werl in eſtabliſhing 


— — 


. | WH v - Britiſh 
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Britiſh fu. premacy over the colonies, Ire- 
land would be included. 


Another conſequence of the American 
war, and that with France and Spain, 
was the inferiority of the Britiſh navy.— 


The coaſts of Ireland were totally unpro- 


tected, and privateers infeſted them from 
_ eyery quarter Our ſea port towns were 
in danger, even from their crews, and 


might have been plundered with impuni- 


ty.— The military eſtabliſhment had been 
ſo drained to recruit the regiments in 
America, that it was totally inadequate 
to our defence. —Hence, aroſe Volun- 
teers—it was neceſſity that introduced 


them the glorious purpoſe of emanci- 
pating their country grew out of, but did 


not . them. 


The hobbies of the fate hl iged 
Government to ſuffer, what it early be- 


held with a jealous eye; and in October 
1779, they were a very conſiderable body. 


—About this time the once glorious Heet 


of 
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L 10 1 
of England was obliged to ſeek her ports, 


and leave the combined fleet triumphant 
in the channel. The Iriſh adminiſtration 
trembling for our fate, delivered out to the 


People 16,000 ſtand of arms, and there- 


by added to the Volunteers, The ille- 
gality of Volunteers was no longer talked 
of — every day increaſed them in number, 
improved them in diſcipline, and ren- 
dered them more formidable to all their 
enemies. | 


A free trade began to be loudly de- 
manded by all ranks of people. The ſitua- 


tion of Ireland was truly dreadful. Her | 
ſhips were taken, even in fight of her 


ports; her trade in almoſt eyery branch, 
tyrannically ſhackled by England; an em- 
bargo on the greateſt of her exports, her 


proviſions ; her linens, lying upon the 
merchants hands; her imports and. her 


abſentees taking all her money; and no- 
thing, or almoſt nothing, coming in, to 
ſupply her exhauſted treaſury. Thus 
Senmſtaneed, her Peaſants; already. a- 

mong 


t 1 
mong the moſt wretched of the earth, 
had the proſpect of famine and deſolati- 
on; and of an addition, to what almoſt 
e n rot f human miſery. 


= this periad ; a. number of well writ- 
ten and ſpirited writings filled the news- 
papers, and drew the attention of the 
people to their ſituation: Guatimozin's 
and Owen Roe OfNial's Letters, deſerv- 
edly caught. the public eye, and patriot- 
iſm began. to diffuſe itſelf through every 
breaſt, - 


This was, I believe, nearly the ſtate of 
the nation in October 17579, when Lord 
Buckinghamſhire opened that ſeſſion of 
parliament. In thedebate which followed 
his ſpeech from the throne, the miſeries 
of Ireland were fully expatiated upon. 
Not only the firm and decided Patriot, 
but alſo thoſe, who had preferred on 
other occaſions, their oven, to their coun- 
try's intereſt, declared the neceſſity of a 
FREE TRADE: Mr, Prime Serjeant Burgh, 

| with 


£m ] 

with a noble fpirit, moved that the ad- 
dreſs propoſed to the King, ſhould be a- 
mended with theſe words, © That it is not 
by temporary expedients, but by a Free 
Trade alone, that this nation is now to be 
ſaved from impending ruin, — and the 
amendment was carried unanimouſſy. 


The nation rejoiced at this plorious 
opening of the Seſſion; and poured 
forth its gratitude to parliament. — Par- 
liament in return paid their tribute of 
thanks to the Volunteers. 


— 7, — 
— K — on — 


My wiſh is to be impartial ; I think 
we have every reaſon to believe, Lord 
Buckinghamſhire faithfully repreſented 
us to the Engliſh adminiſtration. But 
I alſo think, no permanent or W 
Free Trade was intended us. 
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The ry at large ſupported parlia- 
ment, and a non-importation agreement 
1 took place. This was an effeQual 
n 1 eure to Engliſh ſelfiſhneſs, The ma- 
| ; nufacturing 


( 23] 
nufacturing towns in England ſoon per- 
ceived its effect. Ireland was their 
beſt, and ſureſt market, and that market 
was ſhut againſt them. This brought 
them, and their parliament, to a dif- 
ferent temper. In December, 1779, Lord 
North brought forward his propoſiti- 
ons. They were received and paſſed; and 
a little before Chriſtmas, the news ar- 
rived in Ireland. 


Parliament was in rapture; the people 


were in rapture; Dublin was almoſt on 


fire; and a ſort of frantic joy pervaded 
the nation 


There were a few, who ſaw things 
in a different light - who ſaw the loſs 
of a Free Trade in the appearance of 
one — who ſaw that the people might be 
amuſed by a ſhadow, till the hour, in 
which the ſubſtance might be obtained, 
had paſſed away—who ſaw that a Free 
Trade could not exiſt without a Free 
Conſtitution. 


I was 


— 2 «c 22 


41 
I was one who thought ſo-＋ did not fe- 
joice on this 6c6afion, and as it was rather 


ſingular, I aſſigned my reaſons; in the 
following letter to Lord North: 


& 4 LETTER 10 the Right Hon. Lord 
Non R. a 


« My Lord, 

« From what has fallen from your | 
Lordihip in regard to Ireland, I conceive 
you are greatly miſinformed, as to the 
ideas of the people at large. It is of the 
utmoſt conſequence, in ſuch a moment 
as this, that our ſentiments ſhould not 
be miſunderſtood. If they are, apparent 
ſatisfaction may conceal real jealouſy and 
diſtruſt; the bane of friendſhip in na- 
tions, as well as in men. 


'« Your Lordſhip dwells on the addref; 
of our parliament being a petition for in- 
dulgence, not a demand of rights. My 
Lord, I conceive that addreſs was to the 


KING or IRELAND, without whoſe ap- 
probation 


[ 04-1 


probation our laws cannot be altered — 


enlarged. If your Lordſhip conceives 


that it was a ſupplication to the parlia- 


ment of Great Britain, I apprehend you 


are miſtaken. When the parliament of 
Ireland addreſſed their King, and told 


him that nothing but a FREE TRADE 


could ſave their country, they could not, 
I am perſuaded they did not, forget why 


| Ireland had not a Free Trade; they could 


not forget that Ireland was bound by 
Britiſh acts of parliament. 8 

« But, my Lord, ſhould it even be poſ- 
ſible that our parliament could forget the 
Great Oneſtion of Right, it cannot be 
forgot by the people ; they know it, and 
will remember it. As one of that people, 


I deem it effential to freedom, and think 


myſelf juſtified as a man entitled to be 
free, to publicly argue for my own and 
my countrymens rights. The inveſtiga- 
tion of truth cannot be improper. In this 
inſtance, I am convinced that the ſureſt 


mode of promoting the welfare of both 


kingdoms, 


364 - 
kinpdoms, is to have our connexion fully 
explained and perfectly undetſtood. 


« As an Iriſhman, give me leave to ex- 
preſs my obligations to your Lordſhip, for 
the kind intentions which you have ma- 
nifeſted to my country; I do not even 
believe my countrymen want more than 
it is your wiſh to give. But, my Lord, 
they want it iti a different mode ; they 
want what they have a right to, ſeparated 
from the bounty of England. It ſhall 
therefore be the object of this letter to 
point out my own, and what I apprehend 
to be their reaſons, for RP for ſuch 
a diſtinQion. 


At firſt, my Lord, your propoſitions, 
which have now in part become a law, 
gave pretty general ſatisfaction. Men 
hitherto reſtrained in almoſt every branch, 
3 rejoiced at the firſt view of an 
extended commerce; but when reaſon 
had inveſtigated the principles, on which 
that extenſion was given; when it was 

| found 


a E 

found to be à matter of EX EDI EN, 
not of right; when it was perceived that 
it rather eſtabliſhed than relinquiſhed the 
power of Britiſh legiſlation over Ireland, & 
our tratiſports funk intõ 4 very moderate 
degree of pleaſure z and even that plea- 
ſure was leſſened by the precatiouſneſs of 
| man 


My Lord, ive claim to be a PO 
with every tight belonging to a king- 
dom; governed by our own legiflature, 
the King, Lords, and Commons of Ire- 
land. We complain of the Britiſh legi- 
ſlature making laws to bind Ireland. We 
alledge if is without right, and we re- 
quire that the legiſlature of Great Britain 
ſhould relinquiſh a claim that we ſay they 
are not entitled to, and that they ſhould 
obliterate the name of Ireland from 

Statutes. 88 


00 This * a ſhort creed, but like all 
creeds admits of much explanation ; let 


. us 


„The Ad of Parliament lately made, only repeals 
part of the Engliſh acts binding Ireland. 
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us ey diſcuſs; it ; the exninibiatdn will 


be no hn even to your Lord- 
ſhip's abilities, though it ſhould oblige 


you. to correſpond with a man fo much 


your inferior in rank and underſtanding. 
If my ideas, if the ideas of my eountry- 


men are unjuſt and unreaſonable, we are 
| ſurely entitled to an explanation why 


they are ſo. If they are juſt and reaſon- 


| able, they ſhould be complied with, - If 


they are juſt and "reaſonable, and not 
complied with, we have a right to do 
ourſelves JusTICE, if ever we have tho 
power. 


TY 


afk two queſtions : Is the kingdom of Ire- 


land conſidered by the legiſlature of Great 
Britain as a ConguerRed NATION? IF 
not, is Ireland conſidered as a FR RE 


KINGDOM, united with England by long 
uſage, ſimilarity of manners, en and- 
a i common nr . 

| 85 55 | 
If we are deemed a conquered nation, 
and 
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" ad as uch to bold every y thing we e poſe 


bels at the will of the Engliſh, our con- 
querors; ; If we ar 


their caprice; 


ö my Lord, there is one 


4 right that 1 ee be taken 


from us: It is 4 right 1 almoſt bluſh to 


mention; it is the right of the vanquiſh- 
ed; the right of regaiting our Freedom, 
ee we are able to throw off your 


. yoke. ; If you ſay, as F truſt you will, that 


we are a Free People, you muſt allow us 


; thoſe rights which are indiſpenſably ne- 


ceſſary to the vefy exiſtenee of Freedgm;z 
and if on enquiry it ſhould he found that 
Treland has not. fach rights, becauſe Great 
Britain has exerted arr arbitrary power to 


_ which ſhe was not entitled, Great Britain 


muſt either relinquiſh ſuch an evaſion of 
our rights, or * an the made i 
Br Powen £0 5 85 > 


AY What, m my 1 3 the free- 
dom of a people? What, is the boaſted 
freedom of a ſubject of Great Britain? 
Is it not, that he is governed by laws to 
. which he has aſſented either by himſelf 


Cc 2 oer 
ms 45 


> in all things ſubject to 


— 


CR 20 1 

or 0b repreſentative ? Is it not that he 
cannot be bound by laws that do not af- 
fe thoſe who make them as well as him- 
ſelf? What, my Lord, is the difinition 
of a ſlave? Is it not where a man is 
bound by laws, fo which he never aſſent- 
ed, and lies at the mercy of a power over 
which he has no controul? Weigh theſe 
two difinitions, and fell me what is Ir x- 

Land? | | 


Ty « Great Bjitain' 8 inc part of thoſe 
Thws by which I apprehend ſhe has un- 
Juſtly Lean Ireland, is no fatisfaction, 
nor are we leſs enſlaved. In fact, your 
propoſitions, and the law founded upon 
them, eſtabliſhes that power which I, and 
J believe my conntrymen deny. The 
word expedient conveys-a thouſand things 
repugnant to the rights of Ireland. It 
may hereafter be deemed expedient to re- 
voke the very indulgences you now find 
it expedient to grant. It may be expe- 
ent to diſſolve our parliament, and never 
caff another; it n be expedient to tax 


Ireland 


R 
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Ireland by a Britiſh at of Parliament, 
and enforce it by a Britiſh _ armament ;-, 
where ſhall we ſet bounds to expediency, . : 
and how can its limits be aſcertained, 1 
But, my Lord, I will Venture to aſſert, a 
and I now call on your Lordſhip to refute 
it if you can, that IRELAND is not FREE, 
whilſt England has the power of binding 
Ireland by Britiſh as of parliament. I. 
will venture to aſſert, we are not leſs, 
| fond, it t expedient: to and the power: it 
claims; the moſt abſolute Monarch on- 
Earth may make his ſubjects happy, but 
whilſt he has the means of making them 
miſerable, ther are not, 557 cannot be 
FREE, E Bak ler 
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45 The Iriſh for a . time a 
in, ignorance as to their ſituation ; thoſe. 
amongſt them who perceived it, thought 
it would be cruel to ſhew them rights, 
without a poſſibility of their obtaining 
them. Particular circumſtances have led 
them to particular enquiries, ., Enquiry: 

Wn Sas 1 


ef We 3 
has” Hap" ther Sa with their | 
fecirton And it is, my Lord, the cha- 


raQerifie of my "countrymen o be j im- f 
patient under 5 Wrongs, Ne they. 


? 
N 


A HE. 
Is * SH AN 4.266 


fel ad bens 5 2 

4 J do not Aleve *\ you when. 1 h 
that this reaſonin * is very general amongſt 
Iſhmen. 12 do not deceive you when 
ſay, we are attached to England, and 
ſeck a cotihexion with ber, in preference 
to'the reſt of ranking: © But, my Lord, 
our firſt attachment i is to FREEDOM, a 
every. other i is 4 fecondary cohfi deration. 
To be in poſſeſſion of Freedom, we muſt 
know what is our right. As to favours, 
we ought, and TI am perſuaded are wil 
ling to give an equivalent. But, my 
Lord, we wiſh to have the line between 
rights and favours aſcertained; the blend- 
ing them together, if poſſible, We are de- | 
termined t to avoid. 9 


. . ” 
111 
19 


« © My Lord, we conceive that we are 
be people, and as ſuch entitled to a 


free 


41] 
free trade. We admit your right to 
ſhut your ports againſt us, but we claim 
a ſimilar power as to you. If we are as 
FREE as England this muſt be the cafe; 
if we are not, we are ſurely entitled to 
the reaſons why we are not ſo. We 
ſurely have a right to know why we 


are excluded from the undoubted privi- 
leges of a FREE PEOPLE. Can your 
Lordſhip blame us if we deem it necef- 
ſary to know how we ſtand i in potht of 
right, in regard to Great Britain? We 
cannot build on a ſure: foundation, or 
expect a Ahn e . 00007 is afber- 
tained. _ 8 W's GALE 


FAY © +» 
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* Your Lordhip ſays the „ Him Parlia- 
ment is to do certain things, in conſe- 
quence of 'Engliſh reſolutions. How 
my Lord, can this be? N FRI a Bs 
land treat with Ireland, until the Eng- 
liſh Parliament relinquiſhes her claim of 
binding Ireland in all caſes Whatſo- 
ever? Is it not, my Lord; abſurd ? 
Is it not a contradiction in terms, that 
an Engliſh Parliament ſhould enter into 

a treaty 


1 8 . 2+ * 
A treaty OY an Iriſh, if an Iriſh Parlia- 
ment is to be ſubject to the will of an 


Engliſh; and if an Engliſn act can bing 


Wend in al cafes eee 

| 3. Pop 

e Am aware it will "= aid, that thi 
overture. from an Engliſh, to, an. Iriſh 


Parliament, tacitly. admits, that an Eng- 


liſh Parliament has not a right to bind 
Ireland. Way TACITLY,?, If England 
means to give. up this claim, why not 


openly ? The doing fo would. give con- 


fidence here. If on the other hand it 
ſhould be meant to. deceive, to miſlead 
by the natural idea that myſt ariſe. from 
the one Parliament treating with the 
other, ; I; will not heſitate in proclaiming 
it A MEAN SUBTER FUGE-—a low CUN- 
NING——unworthy of A, MAN——un-> 
ky: ee OWE Vin 


24 OM 8 4329 n Lordſhip! $ 
ape tions, Iwill ſuppoſe wealth pouring 
Into this kingdom from every quarter. 
Here, my" Lord, 1 will Wn aſk a queſti- 


eh | on: 


wy - ˖ĩ 


£5 | 
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on: What ſecurity have we for wealth ſo 
acquired? If you have a night to bind us 
in all caſes whatſoever, you muſt have a 
Tight to tax us. If you have a right to 
tax us one ſhilling, you have a right to 
twenty in the pound; and bad. we the 
wealth of the Indies, whilſt you claim 
that power, and have force to execute it, 
we are but a treaſury, filled for the uſe 
of Great Britain. In abſolute govern- 
ments, wealth and danger go hand in 


hand, and poverty is happineſs. If indi- 
viduals grow rich they dare not enjoy 
their wealth, and are careful, to conceal 
it. Their lives are often forfeited for ſup- 
poſed. offences, to give a colour to the 
feizing of. their acquiſitiqns. The ſame 
reaſoning will hold in this inſtance. If, 
whilſt, poor, you claim abſolute power 
over us, by what chain of reaſoning are 
we to ſuppoſe you will relinquiſh it, 
ſhould. we became rich? It -makes no- dif- 
'» ference that this power is veſted in the 


legiſlature of Great Britain, and not in 
a ſingle hand. Abſolute power in one or 
Li e ? p . le 8 25 in 


„ 
in many is the ſame. Its effect is equal- 
iy deſtructive to 3 the" e of a Nate 
or r individual. 753 ) 


Ws: have frequently obferved, my Lord, 
when the ſubject of Iriſh rights has been 
broached, that the diſtreſſed ſituation of 
England has been introduced; that Eng- 


land has been repreſented as a nation 


ſunk in debt, and overwhelmed with dif- 
ficulties. If it be fo, I am, and I am per- 
ſuaded my countrymen are ſorry for it. 
But, my Lord, as an Iriſhman, I cannot 
conceive that 1 am to be a ſla ve, becauſt 


England has been imprudent or unfortu- 


nate. I cannot conceive if England! was 
ſinking, that Ireland is. bound in any 
way, to go to the bottom with England. 

We are called ſiſter kingdoms, but if we 
were married, there is but one cotintry * 
that I have heard of, where the wife ſa- 
orifices herſelf on the funeral pile of the 

e hufdand, 


992 country in Aſia, where the bodies oft the (ln are 
burned, and the wife is placed on the funeral pile of the 


huſband. 


4&7 


huſband, and I truſt Ireland i is not t indlin- 
| ed to follow ſo ſingular an example, 


© Be the ſituation of England what it 
may, what has Ireland to ſay to it? Have 
we ever expoſed you to war? Have we 
encreaſed your taxes ? Have we been the 
cauſe of a ſingle misfortune ? If your 
fleets have protecled us, who occaſioned 
our wanting that protection? Have we 
not contributed both with our blood and 
treaſure” in ſupport of your quarrels, 
without ſharing in your conqueſts ?. Are 
we not indebted, from our connexion 
with i beyond our ability to pay ? 


*M My Lord, Iwill go fo far as to ſay, if 
the ruin of England was to follow juitice 
to Ireland, yet ſtill we are entitled to that 
juſtice. The queſtion muſt fill reſort to 
firſt principles, and Iriſhmen cannot, 
ought not to have a confidence in Great 
Britain, till thoſe principles are fully 
_ aſcertained. 


cc It 


«It N my Lord, that we have an 8 
acquicked under this claim. For argu- 
ment ſake I will grant it. England her- 
{elf has been obliged in particular times to 
ſubmit to. the moſt ſevere exertions of ar- 
bitrary j power, but it has been the moſt 
diſtinguiſhed feature in the character of 
your countrymen, to watch for and ſeize 
the moment in which they had the proſ- 
pet of regaining their freedom. Wit- 
neſs your Barons compelling the infamous | 
John to grant them Magna Charta. Wit- 
neſs the decapitation | of the miſinformed 
and. unfortunate Charles. And. witneſs 
the glorious Revolution, by which the 


preſent king of England—of Ireland, is 
intitled to his crown. Will your Lord- 
ſhip then, or your countrymen, be ſoun- 
juſt as to ſay, we ought to acq uieſce in a 
| claim, becauſe we have not hitherto had 
power to oppoſe it. Will you aſſert if 
at firſt the claim was unjuſt, it has chang- 
ed its nature from. the inattention or im- 
potence of Ireland? 


d 
] 


« Strange 
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ce « Strange arguments, however, ſome- 
times ſuggeſt themſelves. T have heard 
it argued, my Lord, that the Kin 8 of 
Ireland, reſiding in Great Britain, gives a 
right to ſupremacy there. To this there 
is a ſhort and concluſi ve queſtion; one, 
my Lord, that I borrow from the elegant 
and well-informed (Tuatimozin—Had the 
King of Great Britain been in reality, 
what he is nominally, King of France ; 
had he held his court at Paris.; would 
Great Britain have allowed the King of 
Great Britain, in conjunction with the 
parliaments of France, to bind them in 
all caſes whatſoever ? Apply this, my 
Lord, to the ſubject of this letter, and 
anſwer the queſtion as you pleaſe. 


In all connexions between free king- 
doms advantages muſt be reciprocal. It 
muſt be the intereſt of both to preſerve 
the connexion; or that kingdom who 
finds herſelf hurt by the alliance, will 
_ Infallibly quit it the moment it is in her 


power, Intereſt is the 8 3 of 
2 action | 


— 


[2 35 ] | 
action even amongſt meh, though 2 few | 


individuals may. glorioufly deviate from 
it; but between nations it is, it muſt be 


the ruling principle, * 


1 My 10 it is my with, ww hope 
and believe it is the wiſh of every good 
man in this kingdom, to form an alliance 
with Great Britain, which nothing can 
diſturb. I conceive this can only be done 
by a fair and candid enquiry into the na- 
tural rights of each kingdom. If Great 
Britain treats with Ireland under the idea 
of giving as little as ſhe can, and that 
little from neceſſity, Ireland can neither 
be thankful nor ſatisfied. You yourſelves 
will fay that Ireland, ' from particular 
fltuation, has got more than you intend- 
i ed for her; and when that ſituation 
ceaſes, you will naturally endeavour to 
recal what you have ſo granted. —-On 
the other hand, Ireland looking for an 
eſtabliſhment of rights, cannot conceive 
herſelf obliged by what is given from ex- 


- 54 - Whilſt: the great queſtion of 
2 | _ 


F 

| * right remains unaſcertained, mutual jea- 
- louſies and diſtruſts muſt affect the peace 
of both kingdoms. Iriſhmen cannot ſe- 
riouſſy wiſh the proſperity of a country 
which they conceive to be oppreſſing 
them ; and England cannot be cordially 
our well-wiſher, whilſt ſhe conſiders us | 
as' a people ſhe has wronged ; as a peo- 
ple ſhe muſt ſuppoſe anxious for an op- 
! of Ry 8 | 


« Tt may be ſaid, that Bug fault is 
eaſy, but that it will be difficult to point 
out a mode of relief more ſatisfactory than 
the one your Lordſhip has adopted; I 
ſhall, therefore, in a few words, lay down 
what I believe would be ſatisfactory to my 
countrymen ; what I know would be ſa- 
tisfactory to my countrymen ; what I 
. n would be fatisfactory to myſelf. 


“Let England declare ſhe has no right to 
bind Ireland by Britiſh acts of parliament, 
and entirely repeal all laws hitherto made 

tor that purpoſe. It * been my endea- 
i e 1 T: vour 


Tt & 


vour to prove that England in PREY this, 
would only do juſtice; ſuppoſe it done, 
Ireland would have a right to trade with 
all the world but all the world would 
alſo have a right of chooſing upon what 
terms, and in What inſtances, they would 
enter into commercial alliances with Ire 
land; Great Britain of courſe would have 
a ri iht to ſay, you ſhall not trade with us, 
but on ſuch conditions as we ſhall think 
proper to require. The Colonies would 
have the ſame tight; and at this moment 
Ireland would have leſs than what your 
propoſitions, and the law founded, and 


to be founded on them, would give us; 
but then, my Lord, the matter of right 


Would be adjuſted; whatever wealth we 
acquired would be the wealth of Freemen, 
| and could not be taken from us but by 
our own legiſlature ; then that frightful 
ſpirit raiſed in the reign of Geo. 1. 
would be laid, and the fears and appre- 
henſions of Iriſhmen,. with the Ghoſt, : 


would vaniſh*, YO 
15 


A The law declaring a right to bind nn in all 
. - Cafes whatſoever. 


33 
Le If: my Lord; we are admitted to trade | 
with Great Britain and her Colonies,” I, 
as an Iriſhman, fhink' we ſhould make a 
fuitable return. If your fleets protect us, 
protect our trade, I think we ought in 
Proportion to that protection, in propor- 
tion to that trade, contribute to their 
fupport. Theſe, my Lord, in my hum- 
ble apprehenſion, ought to be the ſub- 
jects of treaty between the two legiſla- 
 fures ; then rights and favours would be 
diſtinct; a diſtinction which muſt” give 
dinivecſal ſatisfaction here. If Great Bri- 


tain really means to give us a PERMA- 


next FREE TRADE, what can be her 
objection to being fully explicit. My 
Lord, the conſequence would be, that 
induſtry would diffuſe her bleſſings over 
this heretofore devoted land; then, my 
Lord, the merchant would plow the 
oocan, and the farmer his land with ſa⸗ 
tisfaction and ſecurity ;' then Ireland 
would become the chearful and powerful 
ſupporter of Great Britain. 


the aber l my . or r opinion for the 
ſentiments of my countrymen; but, my 
Lord, it is ſurely. worth your Lordſhip's 
attention to enquire how far I am right in 
my opinion; if by that enquiry, you find 
that the people of Ireland, almoſt» to a 
man, deny the right in a Britiſh parlia- 
ment to bind them ; if you find that 
they acknowledge no power on earth but 
their King, Lords, and Commons; and 
will not, if they can help it, pay obedi- 
ence to the laws of any other; I ſubmit 
it to. your Lordfhip, „. it would 
be wile i in the Britiſh legiſlature to volun- 
tarily declare the Stat. 6th Geo. iſt, c. 6. 
no longer in force, ſo far as relates to 
Ireland, and that it was made on the 
miſtaken idea, that England had a right 
to bind Ireland. ä his, my Lord, would 
heal every diſſention, would baniſh er 
e "i 5 e our minds. 


7 A 0d 


ond upon my i n, but as wig 


are in general things that ought to be 
looked h 


38 1 
looked to at home, and as I wiſh to con- 


fine myſelf to the one Great Queſtion, I 
ſhall not longer intrude on your Lordſhip. 


* In the courſe of this letter 1 have en- 
deavoured to ſteer clear of the leaſt of. 
fence to your Lordſhip. I have endea- 

voured to argue without pation or preju- 
dice, and I truſt J have in ſome degree 
ſucceeded. | 


4 I feel the fulleſt conviction, that an ex- 
planation of the matter of Right is eſſen- 
tial to the welfare and proſperity of both 
kingdoms, and it is from that conviction 
J have thus ventured to addreſs your 


Lordſhip. 
1 am, with great reſpect, 
Your Lordſhip's 


5 Moſt humble ſervant, 
1 aun, 
1780. FRANCES 3 # 
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An en F ree Trade, and the fa- 
lacy of it, was ſoon underſtood. The 
plain and ſimple doctrine, that we could 
not be free, if any power on earth could 
make laws to bind us, ſave our King, 
Lords, and Commons, quickly prevail- 
ed. This became the ſentiment of al- 
moſt every man. It could not be openly 
but it was inſidiouſly attacked. 'Theſe 
attacks raiſed many powerful advocates 
for Iriſh Liberty. The public mind be- 
came enlightned, and it was in vain, that 
the ſupporters of Adminiſtration, preſſed 
them to attend to their Free Trade, and 
relinquiſh their freedom. 


With their nee it the power of 
the people, was alſo encreaſing. A va- 
riety of cauſes all tended to add to Vo- 
lunteers. | 


The gentlemen who had hitherto ta- 
ken the moſt active part, were moſtly 
of what is called the Country Party.— 

Government not able to ſuppreſs, wiſh- 


[£87 1 : 
£d its ſupporters alſo Volunteers. On 
this principle many new corps were raiſ- 


=_” * differing much in political ſenti- 


ment, but who were to become equally 
uſeful to their country. 


33 cauſe operated ſtrongly: It 
became highly faſhionable. Volunteer 
rank was an object of ambition, and it 
was conſidered as the moſt glorious di- 
ſtinction of a gentleman, to be at the 
head of a well appointed . 


8 the lower 2 5 men, the 
ſmartneſs of thoſe who had enrolled 
themſelves, became an object of envy and 
emulation. The idea of glory, which 
attended it, alſo had its weight, and eve- 
ry able young man felt aſhamed, that he 
was not amongſt the guardians of his 
country. 


The Fair, alſo, materially ſerved tho 
Volunteer cauſe. Countrymen from be- 
ing floyenly in their dreſs, and awkward 

D 3 in 
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in their manners, became neat in their 
perſons, and comparatively poliſhed and 
refined. They were alfo to be the pro- 
tectors of their miſtreſſes, and obtained 
from the ſofter ſex in return, an envied 
precedence.- In ſhort, theſe various 
cauſes operated ſo powerfully, that al- 
moſt every man who could, became A 
Volunteer. FE 


But the Volunteers, though power- 
l had no fixed object no bond of 
union no communication. — Detached 
in ſeparate companies, they as yet want- 
ed that connexion, which wg could 
make them Mad beneficial. os 


4 the beginning of 1786, reviews for 
the Summer were appointed. Exerciſ- 
ing Officers and Reviewing Generals 
were choſen, and thus the foundation of 
union was s laid. 


The Weines now - ftrongly marked 
their political opinions, by thoſe whom 
they 


( 39 J 
they called to fill theſe! exalted Rations; 
Among: the Reviewing Generals Lord 
Charlemont was particularly diſtinguith- 
ed; his private virtues; and his nifornm 
public conduct, juſtly raiſed him to the 
higheſt honors his ee Om could 
| beſtow. 1 Sana oft 10 Jars 
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In April, 1780, the great truth. of not 
being bound by foreign legiſlation, was 
fully underſtood and rerei ved by Ahe 
people; but Government and Parliament 
were inimical to the {declaration M. 
Grattan, that illuſtrious patriot, vn the 

19th of this month, after one of the moſt 
forcible and animated iſperches, that ever 
diſtinguiſhed a man, or Aten iſbed an Ad 
miring, though venal Senate, moved, 
that the Houſe ſhould reſolve, and en- 
ter on its Journals, That no power on 
earth, ſave the King, Lords, and Com- 
mons of ee ad a richt to make 
laws for us.“ After A moſt in terdftinig 
debate, in which every man but one ae- 


knowledged its truth, either exprefely, 
Or 


L 41] 

or by filence, it was obvious that Mr. 
* would? not fucceed, on a divi- 
ſion. That great and able ſenator, Mr. 
Flood, pointed out, what was certainly 
better than ſuch a diviſion: That no 
queſtion ſhould be put, and no appear- 
ance of the buſineſs entered on the Jour- 
nals of the Houſe. Mr. Grattan con- 
d, and thang _ LI ended. 


— - c ww & -»*? 
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All, however, in indy eres 4 
great event; even ſuch declarations from 
the members bad their uſe. It was 
thought very extraordinary, that as in- 
dividuals they ſhould avow, - what they 
would not aſſert in their collective ca- 
pacity—the Our" A "Rs own con- 
POS: 3 ::f | 

Such root. hk that great ts of 
no Foreign Legiſlation, now taken, that 
the Iriſh army could. not be governed, 
becauſe it was under an Engliſh law. 
Mr. Buſhe introduced an Iriſh Mutiny 
Bill and it was tranſmitted to England, 


but 


{ * | 
but when- returned, there was found i in 
it, a clauſe making it perpetual, and in 
this ſhape it became a law. This un⸗ 
conſtitutional clauſe has been ſo ably 
handled, in a pamphlet aſcribed to ne 
Sa that T Have wanne to add. 

A modification of the law of Poynings 
was in vain attempted by Mr. Velver- 
ton, and Mr. Forbes's bill for the inde- 
pendence of the Judges, was W in- 

| effeQual, 


Thus ended a Seffion, that had vainly 
promiſed. in its opening the brighteſt 
proſpects to our country, and the diſap- 
pointed people felt, and ape their. 


reſentment. 


At many of the different reviews, 
which now took place, the Volunteers 
expreſſed” their political ſentiments, and 
freely condemned the conduct of Par- 
liament. They were however far from 
being unanimous. The time was not 

; yet 


[41] 
yet come when all were to be united, and 
— to become invindibie, 1 


dams Lad Buckinghanſhire's fate to 
be diſapproved of by the miniſters of 
England, as well as to have the people 
here diſſatisfied. The power of Volun- 
| teers was beginning to make the Britiſh 
'£ adminiſtration tremble, and Lord Buck- 
=_ + inghamſhire was condemned, for what 
it was not in his power to prevent. He. 
was recalled, and Lord Carliſle appoint-. 
* 5 in hie ſtead, 


1e a letter written by Mr. + ike, the. 
Sectetary, to Lord Carliſle, on the ſub-. 
ject of Iriſh Affairs, and which had been 
anſwered by Counſellor Richard Sheri- 
dan, we had no great reaſon to rejoice - 
in this change. N 


The Reviews in itch had ein out 
the utility of forming regiments: It was 
clearly perceived that companies acting 


ſeperately could never attain military 
L 


18 J 
perleclion. Reviews were in the spring 
of 1787 again fixed on, and in Summer 
when they reſpectively came, the num- 
ber of ſeperate and diſtinct companies 
were very inconſiderable. * 


The caproved ſtate. of Valanbsec a wins 
obvious to . a: The 7 
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military et more e ſplendid — NES 
which in 1780 was the largeſt, 'their 
numbers in 1781, were nearly double— 


5383 men then appeared there; with'a 
train of thirteen Field Pieces; the other 


Reviews had equally. inereuſed and im- 
proved; and the Volunteers were deſero- 
edly 0 nee of ny W 


The 3 of . übten bes 
where they were reviewed, behaved with 
aſtoniſhing hoſpitality; and entertained at 
an amazing pan cheir Glorious Oean- 
trymen. G6 © {1-36 


222 


Tord r was again } 154 
Katy diſtinguiſhed among the Reviewing 


Generals, 
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Generals, and reviewed a very conſider- 
able part of the Volunteer army. 


The Addreſſes and Reſolutiens after the 
Reviews in 1781, were greatly diverſifi- 
ed Some contained Politics, and ſpoke 

the boldeſt truths; whilſt others avoided 
all political diſcuſſion, —but almoſt eyery 
man felt that Ireland was not Free, 


In this ſituation in the Winter of 1781, 
Lord Carliſle met the Iriſh Parliament, — 
a Parliament, I believe, more venal, than 
ever ſat before it :—Thoſe who conduct- 
ed public buſineſs, thought only of num- 
bers, and how to ſecure a majority in the 
Senate corruption on ſyſtem took place, 
and certain obedience waited on the nod 
of the Miniſter; but, however this 
might ſuit a nation that had no military 
power, but was immediately under the 
controul of Government, it was ill calcu- 
lated, for the then ſtate of Ireland. The 
people had power had arms and knew 
their uſe ; one would think it required 
| but 
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but little foreſight, to perceive that a 
corrupt Parliament might irritate, but 


could not, thus ſituated, controul the 
wiſhes of their conſtituents. 


Adminiſtration however thought other- 
wiſe, —every thing was carried with a 
high hand: — The juſt demands of the 
people were treated with ſcorn and con- 
tempt. In vain did the friends of their 
country contend for a repeal of the un- 
conſtitutional perpetual clauſe in the Mu- 
tiny Bill: —In vain was the Modification 
of the Law of Poynings' fought for,. — 
and in vain did the people require the 
rights of the Nation,—every Patriotic 
attempt was defeated, and the power of 
mercenary numbers, tho' they could not 
conſtitute right — ſuppreſſed it. | 


This conduct of Adminiſtration and its 
:reatures, though at firſt ſight inimical, 
was in reality the greateſt bleſſing to this 
injured Country.—lt was happy for Ire- 
land that all her wiſhes, and every juſt 
demand was fruſtrated :—Had Admini- 

ſtration 


[46 J 
ſttatioh temporized, and granted a little, 
it would have divided, and thereby de- 
ſtrayed the power of the People; but 
the contrary conduct had the contrary ef- 
fect, and the People beheld their Parlia- 
ment with indignation: They ſaw thoſe 
who preſumed to call themſelves their 
Repreſe ntatives, totally diſregard their 
YOu and in every inftance betray them. 


In this ſituation the Officers of the 
Southern Battalion of Lord Charlemont's 
Armagh Regiment, met, and came to the 
_— Reſolutions : 


«FIRST ULSTER REGIMENT, 
commanded by the Earl of CHARLEMON r. 

« AT a full Meeting held at Armagh, 
on Friday the 28th day of December, 
1781, of the Officers and Delegates of the 
Southern Battalion of ſaid Regiment, con- 
fitting of eleven Companies, purſuant to 

adjournment, 
7 nent as Efq. in the Chair. | 


i The 


F'#] 
e The following Reſolutions were una. 
nimouſly agreed to, and ordered to be 
printed in all the Newſpapers publiſhed 
within the province of Ulſter, and in the 
Volunteer Journal of the City of Dublin. 


« Reſolved, That with the utmoſt con- 
cern, we behold the little attention paid 
to the conſtitutional rights of this king- 
dom, by the majority of thoſe whoſe du- 
ty it is to eſtabliſh and preſerve the ſame. 


_ «Reſolved, That to avert the impend- 
ing danger from the nation, and to re- 
ſtore the conſtitution to its original purity, 
the moſt vigorous and effectual methods 
muſt be purſued, to root Corruption and 
Court Influence from the Legiſlative 
Body. 


« Reſolved, That to open a path to- 
wards the attaining of this deſirable point, 
it is abſolutely requiſite that a meeting 
be held in the moſt central town of the 


province of Ulſter, which we conceive to 
be 
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be Dungannon, to which faid meeting 
every Volunteer Aſſociation of ſaid Pro- 
vince is moſt earneſtly requeſted to ſend 
Delegates, then and there to delibetate 
on the preſent alarming ſituation of pub- 
lic affairs, and to determine on and pub- 
liſh to their Country what may be the re- 
ſult of ſaid ee 


21 (Reſolved, Ae as many real and 
laſting advantages may ariſe to this kings 
dom, from ſaid intended meeting being 
held before the preſent Seſſion of Parlia- 
ment is much farther advanced, Fri- 
day the rgth day of February next, at 
10 o'dock in the forendon, is hereby ap- 
pointed for ſaid meeting, at NOOR) 
as aforeſaid. 


3 Reſolved, That as at ſaid meeting, it 
is highly probable the idea of forming 
Brigades, will be agitated and conſidered, 
the ſeveral corps of Volunteers who ſend 
Delegates to ſaid meeting, are requeſted 

| to 


ih 


to. veſt in them a power to aſſdciate afith 
ſome one of duch gh mag be e 
formed. ==; IDF! 

b FRANCIS BVANS, Chairman.” 
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The OY belt in Backs "of 
this requiſi tion, being one of the moſt im- 
portant tranfactions in the annals of Ire- 
land of "Burope—of t the 4 row 
to be mirtitely and d faithfully f recorded. | 
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peared, | the, Caſtle took e 2770 FT 


tain Evans was the 6 iftenfible 3 man . but 
ieee P! 


to take him up hight, bring th hings to 


immediate extremities; 3 to take no notice 


of it 9 alle be davgetots A A mjd- 


dle courſe was Actermined:o e erh 
poſſible means was. uſes tq PPE"! ſs th 5 
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eo 80 J. 
A the important 15th of February, 
1782, approached, doubt and anxiety 
appeared in every countenance ;—men of 
every deſcription were deeply concerned 
in the event; and perhaps there never 
was a e more; critical. to A per | 


e e had 1 Adeohilvstien that had 
treated every. demand with ſcorn, and re- 
fuſed us very right. A Parliament, 
_ with that Adminiſtration againſt 

1 ntry Zerbe people widely differ- 
ta whit oa; ht to be done, fixed to 

as one © object: e in their hands—and 
nd chain 16 correlj pondence, * which 
they could be config. £ 
SONG 00 g>i6t 5 Fe 
-by I the meet Would FE {mall and 
rAgnificdne,” WE Eaſe SITY appear re- 


In quifhied tf defected; if 5 numerous and 
2 pinks, et Hori done, the object 


> ds Ated; „ . ot beant- 
— ob, it ig 19] 777 5 10 85 1 . 25 
mous or x afl 75 a vil 7 7 70 
might, and pro #15 Tod gat enſue: Let 
the Province of Ulſter — on what 
R 8 oF it 
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BW. | 
it might, Aale the determination was 
ſuch, ' as would meet the approbation oy 
the other Provinces, we were undone.— 
Unanimity among Volunteers,could diva 
give efficacy to their reſolves ; and thus IJ 
circumſtanced, without a e it Was 
ſearcely 1 to be even ens for. 


1 muſt lt, from the: Sarticalas ſitrias 
tion in which I ſtood, introduce myſelf: 
The Southern Battalion -of Armagh, 
of which I was Major, had called the 
meeting; 1 had pledged myſelf to attend 
it and it was expected that I, in their 
name, ſhould open the buſineſs of the 
day —1 ſaw the critical fituation to 
which things were brought; I ſaw alſo 
how peculiarly I, as an individual, was 
circumſtanced, and felt an anxiety I ne- 
ver before fee 


| "Thus Kituated, I determined to avail 
my ſelf of my connexion. with Lord | 
Charles, as my Colonel, and alſo of 
that communication of ſentiment, W ith 
W N Which 
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Which he had often honor'd me; I wait- 
ed on his Lordſhip, and found him, as 
Ihave ever done, zealous in the eauſe of 
his Country: He ſaw the importance 
of the hour in its full extent, and ap- 
pointed a meeting to conſult on it, at 
which Mr. Flood, Mr. Grattan, Mr. 
Stewart, (Member for T Fon his Lord- 
=P * I, attended. £ 


The refllt of this meeting was, tlie 
ſhould move, what now ſtands the 2d, 
3d, 4th, sth, and 6th reſolutions Land 
alſo that it ſhould ehdeavour to get Com- 
mittees of Correſpondence appoi infed.— 
'The it reſolution was afterwards drawn 
up by Captain Joſeph Pollock, Barrifter, 
and me. The reſolution as to Portugal, | 
was drawn up and moved by Mr. Ro- 
bert Thompſon. And that glorious and 
liberal reſolution towards our brethern 
the Roman Catholics, was drawn up and 
moved by Captain Pollock. For the bo- 
nor of the D and Er 


1 


thoſe 


thoſe: preſent, the Rev. Captain Black, 
and the Rey, Mr. Crawford of the Diſ- 
ſenting Church, and the Rev. Captain 
Hervey, of the Eſtabliſhment. 'The Ad-- 
dreſs to the Minority was drawn up and 
moved by me, with the other reſolu- 
tions, The whole is worth recording. 


«ULSTER VOLUNTEERS. 


& At a Meeting of the Repreſentatives of 
One Hundred and Forty Three Corps of 
Volunteers of the Province of Ulfter, 
held at Dungannon, on Friday the T5th 
day of February, 1782. 


Colonel WILLIAM IR vIN E, in the Chair, 


« Whereas it has been aſſerted that Vo- 
lunteers, as ſuch, cannot with propriety 
debate or publiſh their opinions, on poli- 
litical ſubjects, or on the conduct of Par- 
liament, or public men, 


* Reſolved unanimouſly, That a citizen 
E 3 by 
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by learning the uſe of arms, doc es not aban- 
A richts. 

. Reſolved unanimouſly, That a claim 
of any body of men other than the King, 
Lords, and Commons of Ireland, to make 
laws to bind this kingdom, i is unconſtitu- | 
tional, . and a ee 


. 
0 


7 


2 Reſolved (eich one ditfenting voice 
only), That the powers exerciſed by the 
Privy Council of both kingdoms, under, 
or under colour, or pretence of, the law 
of Poyning' s, are dee and a 
grievance. 


* Reſolved unanimouſly, That the ports 
of this country, are by right open to all 
foreign countries, not at war with the 
King, and 1 that any burthen thereupon or 
obſtruction thereto, ſave only by the Par- 
liament of Ireland, are unconſtitutional, 
illegal, and a grievance. 


* Reſolved (with one diſſenting voice 
any), That a Mutiny Bill not limitted in 
point 


L 
point of duration from Seſſion to Seſſion, 
is unconſtitutional and a. r Wk 


« Reſolved BR Ta That the 5 
pendence of ſudges 1 is equally eſſential to 
the impartial adminiſtration of juſtice. in 
Ireland, as in England, and that the refu- 
ſal or delay of this right to Ireland, makes 
a diſtinction, where there ſhould be no 
diſtinction, may excite jealouſy where 
perfect union ſhould prevail, and i is in it⸗ 
elf, unconſtitutional and a ewe. 


22 ce Reſolved. (with diſtenting 
voices only), That it is our decided and 
unalterable determination to. ſeek a re- 
dreſs of theſe grievances, and we pledge 
ourſelves to each other and to our coun. 
try, as-, freeholders, fellow eitizens, and 
men of honour, that we will at every en- 
ſuing election, ſupport thoſe only who 
have ſupported, and will ſupport us therg- 
in, and that we will uſe all conſtitutional 
means to make ſuch our purſuit. « of redreſs 
ſpeedy and effectual. 

Reſolved 
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"6 Refolved (with one di Renting vaice 
ue That the Right Hon. and Hon. 
the Minority in Parliament, who have 
fopported theſe our conſtitutional rights, 
are entitled to our moſt grateful thanks, 
and that the annexed addreſs be ſigned by 


the” Chairman and publiſhed with thele 
Reſolutions, 07 i 


: = ms 


ce Rettleed een That four 
members from each county. of the Pro- 
vince of Viſter, (eleven to be a quorum) 


be, and are hereby appointed a Commit- 
fee till next General Meeting, to act for 
the Volunteer Corps here repreſented, 
and, as ocbaſien ſhall require; to call Ge- 
neral ate ad the Province, 3 


Lord Viſcount Ennifkilen, Col. Mer- 
-hynic Archdall, Col. William Trvine, Col. 
Robert McClintock, Col. John Ferguſon, 
Col. John Montgomery, Col. Charles 
Leſlie, Col. Francis Lucas, Col. Thomas 
Morris Jones, Col. Jarkes Harilton, Col. 

| Andrew 


— 93 2 
7 


1 37 J 


Andrew Thompſon, Lieut. Col. Charles 
Neſpitt, Lieut. Col. Alexander Stewart, 
Major James Patterſon, Major Francis 
Dobbs, Major James M-. Clintock, Major 
Charles Duffin, Captain John Harvey, 
Capt. Robert Campbell, Capt. Joſeph 
Pollock, Capt. Waddell Cunningham, 
Capt, Francis Evans, Capt. John Cope, 
Capt. James Dawſon, Capt. James Ache- 
fon, Capt. Daniel Eccles, Capt. Thomas 
Dixon, Capt. David Bell, Capt. John 
Coulſton, Capt. Robert Black, the Rev. 
William Crawford, Mr. Robert Thomp- 


ſon. 


KReſolved unanimouſly, That ſaid 
Committee do appoint nine of their mem- 
bers to be a Committee in Dublin, in order 
to communicate with ſuch other Volun- 
teer Aſſociations in the other Provinces, 
as may think proper to come to ſimilar 
reſolutions, and to deliberate with. them 
on the. moſt G rapal aa Aa . 
rying ; them i into effect. 255 : 


7 
* Fg 


ce in 
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& In conſequence of the. above Refo- 
| lution, the Committee have appointed the 
following gentlemen for faid Committee, 
uw to be a quorum via. 


Tee” Col. FAY Archdall, Col. William 
| wa Col. John Montgomery, Col. Tho- 
mas Morres Jones, Major Francis Dobbs, 
Capt. Francis Evans, Capt. James Daw- 
ſon, Capt. Joſeph. | Pollock, han Robert 
"Re. 33 


306 Reſolved FRY RY That the Com- 
850 be, and are hereby inſtructed to 
call a General meeting of the Province, 
within twelve months from this day, or 
in fourteen days after the diſſolution of 
the preſent Parliament, ſhould lach an 


| event ſooner take 1 


« Reſolved unanimouſly, that the court 
of t Portugal have acted towards this King- 
dom,” (being a part of the Britiſh Em- 
pire) in ſuch a manner as to call upon us 
to declare, and pledge ourſelves to each 
| | other, 


3.23 

other, that we will not conſume any wine 
of the growth of Portugal, and that we 
will to the extent of our influence prevent 
the uſe of ſaid wine, ſave and except the 
wine at preſent 1 in this' Kingdom, until 
ſuch time as our exports ſhall be received. 
in the Kingdom of Portugal, as the ma- 
n. of part « of the Nies [Empins.. 

—" « Reſolved (with two diſſenting voices 
only to this and the following reſolution) 
that we hold the right of private judg- 
ment in matters of Religion, to be equal- 
ly ſacred i in others as in W 1 405 


e Reſolved therelba; That as men, 
and as Iriſhmen, as Chriſtians, and as 
Proteſtants, we rejoice in the relaxation 
of the Penal- Laws againſt our Roman 
Catholic fellow- ſubjects, and that we 
conceive the meaſure to be fraught. with 
the happieſt conſequences: to the union 
and ee of the inhabitants of Ire- 
land. N 55 


s Reſolved 
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A « ' Refolyed . 1 T hat the 
' Dundalk Independent Troop of, Light 
Dragoons, commanded by Capt, Thomas 
Reed, having joined a Regiment of this 
Province, (the firſt Newry Regiment, or 
Newry Legion) and petitioning to be re- 
ceived as part of this body and under its 

protection, is accordingly hereby received. 


© Whereas a letter has been received 
by the Chairman of this Meeting from 
the united Corps of the county of Cavan, 
Col. Ennery in the Chair, declaring their 
_ readineſs to co-operate with their bro- 
ther Volunteers in every confiityitionsl 


ſupport of their med | 


71607 Reſolved” EI) That the 
thanks of this Meeting be preſented to the 
ſaid united Corps of the ſaid county of 
Cavan, for their ſpirited Reſolution, and 
chat a copy of the proceedings of this 
Meeting be encloſed by the Chairman to 


Col. Ennery, to be by him communicated 
4 | | 4 


. 
| 
} 
) 
| 
) 
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to the {lid Wag Corps, and PETS they 


| ſhall have a right, if they chuſe to aſſo- 


ciate with. the Corps. repreſented at this 
Meeting, to nominate four members to 
act with thoſe already appointed, as a 
Committee by the Delegates at this Mect- 


SITY. 


ec Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 
thanks of this Meeting be preſented to 
Capt. Richardſon, and the Dungannon 
Light Company, for. their politeneſs ; in 
mounting guard this day. | 


ee Reſolyed unanimouſly, TT hat the 


thanks of this Meeting be preſented to the 


Southern Battalion of the firſt Ulfter Re- 


giment, commanded, by the Earl of Char- 
lemont, for that patriotic zeal, which. we 


are convinced, induced them to call this 
Meeting." W 


9 Reſclved nach, That the 


thanks of this Meeting be preſented to 
Col. William Irvine, for his particular 


propriety 


— — — — — = _ - = - n 
, 
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propriety and politeneſs « of conduct: in the 
Chair. ; 

1 adage? Cat Idy high the 
thanks of this Meeting be preſented to 


Capt. James Dawfofl, for his readineſs in 


andertaking the office of Secretary to this 
Meeting, and for his particular attention 
and 2 in the laborious duty there- 
of. 


, 
: , 
* . 


1 Relolied Sitges, That theſe 


Refotition be ped. 


2 To the Right Hon. oy Hon. the 
| Mixoxtry 1 in both Houſes of Pars 
- Hament, | | | 


*. My Lords and a Gentle, 


e wh thank, you for your . noble and 
Nie tho hitherto ineffectual efforts, 
in defence of the great conſtitutional and 
commercial rights of your: country—— 
go on——the almoſt unanimous. voice of 
the people is with, . you—and in a free 
country, 


7 


— 
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country, the voice of the people muſt 
| prevail. We know our duty to our So- 
vereign, and are loyal. We know our 
duty to ourſelves, and are reſolved to be 
Free. We ſeek for our rights, and no 
more than our rights, and, in ſo juſt a 
purſuit, we ſhould doubt the Being of a 
Providence, if we doubted of ben 


8 gned by Order, 
WILLIAM IRVINE, Chairman. 


3 COMMITTEE. 


«© Reſolved unanimouſly, That the 
Corps of this Province, not repreſented at 
the Meeting held this day, be and they 
are hereby invited to join in the Reſoluti- 
ons of ſaid Meeting, and to become 
members of the ſaid Aſſociation on the 
ae e coves, of l 
85 Reſolved wens, That doch 
cope as may chuſe to join the ſaid Aſſo- 
ciation, be and they are hereby requeſted 
to communicate their intentions to our 
$0 | * 


[166], 
gettetary, Capt. Day ſon, Union. odge, 
Loughbrickland,, who will; lay the ſame 
before; the Chairman and Committee. 5! 
od 1 IRVING, Chak * 


8 


Thus aided he buneſz 0 that evebs 
memorable day. The place we met in 
was the Church, aud I truſt our proceed 

ings did not pollute it. The erphing 

was dedicated to conviviality, and its in- 
nacent feſtivity gave a prefentiment of 
thoſe glorious INE which were 


'I 


enfe I TIN OD vl 


wh tint of. ha was EA foot 
ed, Dublin, —the friends of their 
Country rejoiced at the temper and firm 
neſs. of our proceedings Our enemies 
Were ppi; in every, eg pectation; 
none of that violence appeared, which 
diſtinguiſhes Faction from real Public 
Spirit: — They were aſtoniſhed and con- 
founded with that noble Benevolence 
and Toleration, which muſt at once con- 
eee Roman Catholics, that the ſup- 
* 


I A . „ ws * 
£ . "oF 
% 


1 

poſed. hatred of the Proteſtants of the 
North, exiſted 6nly ih the bräins of ſhalz 
low Politicians— To divide 4nd conquer 
was the policy of Adminiftration: The 
policy of Dungannon, Tas to unite” ahd 
. Be viorious, 1 


Fr 
11 * SI p _y * 71 


Mi. Gratten Wai Seer bored 
in the Senate that important truth, 
That the King, Lords and Commons of 
Ireland, were alone competent to make 
laws for us, And moved an Addreſs to his 
Majeſty to that effect. He was equal to 
himſelf but all the powers of reaſon and 
oratory could not "convince men who 
were predetermined lie was not argued 
with, for arg gument the ey had none but 
S8 erhbent Rick numbers, and again 
employed them. : 


The Balg det end now 
made their public appearance they were 
admired; even by their enemies truth 
is plain and ſimple, and carries convicti- 


| on loa With it. The Volunteers from 
F every 
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every quarter paid their tribute of ap- 
plauſe, and erected theſe Reſolutions as 
the Standard to which all repaired: 
From Eaſt, Weſt, North and South, they 
were re-echoed. — The ſacred fire of Pa- 
triotiſm now blazed in all its glory, —its 
generous flame was raiſed to purify, but 
not deſtroy — no intemperate act diſgraced 
us we preſerved a calm and manly per- 
ſeverance: Committees of Correſpond- 
ence were formed, and the National Com- 
mittee crowned the buſineſs. 294 


\ 


1 then the flew was 1 
that which had been often wiſhed for, but 
ſcarcely thought practicable took place; 
thoſe who were lately quite detached, 

with no fixed purpoſe, no chain of cor- 

= reſpondence, no power that could obtain 
4 co. operation, in a few weeks became one 
Body, animated by one ſoul, and direct- 
ed to one ſettled purpoſe The Nati- 
onal Committee could receive from the 
| Provincial Committees, the ſentiments 
0x the Volunteers of every Province, and 
—_—_ ; ::- all 
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all was brought to move in order like the 
rays of the Sun, they might indeed before 
give light and heat, though ſcattered ; 


but like the rays of the Sun, when col- 
lected, they became irreſiſtible; 


It was eaſily ſcen that the voice of 
an armed, and now an united People, 
muſt be heard: A proſtituted Parlia- 
ment could no longer ſupport the Go- 
vernment that had ſeduced it. The Vos 
lunteers of Ireland were now to redeem 
their native Land, and in the ſelf ſame + 
moment to promote the welfare of theit 
once haughty and unjuſt, but now their 
humbled ſiſter, | 


At this critical period, the intelligence 
of the defeat and capture of Lord Corn- 
wallis and his army, reached England ;— 
the affairs in the Eaſt Indies wore the 
moſt diſinal aſpect ;—the power of the 
Dutch was added to that of the. enemies 


of England; and our fleets and armies 
were every where inferior and inadequate 
F 2 to 
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totheir purpoſe; America was loſt; and 
to compleat all, Ireland determined to be 
Free; the Minifter of England could 
no longer bear up againſt ſuch compli- 
cated misfortunes he was drove from 
the helm, and with his, the Iriſh Admi- 
niſtration alſo periſhed. f 


Men and . were now to be 
changed: That Great and ReſpeQable 
Man, (who is, alas! no more) the Marquifs 
of Rockingham, became Prime Miniſter: 
He ſaw that the juſt demands of the Iriſh 
ought, and therefore he determined they 
ſhould, be inſtantly attended to :----He 
knew, that injuſtice and wiſdom never 
dwelt together. 


The Duke of Portland was appointed 
Viceroy, and the deſcendant of that Ben- 
tinck who was the friend and companion 
of the Glorious William, was, like the 
Sovereign of his Anceſtor, deputed to 
give Freedom: As if the legendary tale 
of St. Partrick baniſhing all venom from 

the 
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the land, was true, a Fitzpatrick, was to 
be me ROY; to this glorious ee 


We were ao to "ip the voice of « a 


„ + + & # 


ved: to Parliament, in 8 — 


PORT LAND. 
E have it in command from his Ma- 
jeſty, to inform this Houſe, that his Ma- 
jeſty being concerned to find that diſcon- 
tents and jealouſies are prevailing among 
his loyal ſubjects of this country, upon 
matters of great weight and importance, 
his Majeſty recommends to this Houſe to 
take the fame into their moſt, ſerious con- 
fideration; in order to ſuch a final adjuſt- 
ment as may give mutual fatisfaction to 
Hip Ne of Great Britain and Ire- 
No little: _ e were 0 
ed; but we were at once deſired to fate 
our demands: Mr. Grattan: roſe, and 
F 3 explained 


A 
explained what he thought the rights of 
his country: the Houſt were unanimoufly 
of the ſame opinion; and the following 
Reſolution, , expteſſing all our wifhes, was 
ſent to the common ſovereign of both 
kingdoms t fimilar one was moved by 
Lord Weſtmeath in the Lords, and car- 
ried alſo auge ene 


7 FR - 
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36 Reſolved; That an FE Addreſs 
5 preſented to his Majeſty, io return his 
Majeſſy the thanks of this Houſe for his 
moſt graciqus Meſſage to this Houſe, ſig- 
nified by his Grace the Lord Lieutenant. 
To aſſure his Majeſty of our. unſhaken 
attachment ta his Majeſty's; perſon and 
government, and of | our: lively. ſenſe of 

His paternal care, in thus taking the lead 
to adminiſter content to his, Majeſty's 
ſubjects of Ireland. That, thus encou- 
raged by his royal interpoſition, we ſhall 
beg leave, with all duty and affection, to 
lay before his Majeſty the cauſes of our 
diſcontents | and jealouſics. To aſſure 
mis Majeſty that his- 1 are 


bol! 4 A 
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à Free People. That the Crown of Ireland 
is an imperial Crown, inſeparably annex- 
ed to the Crown of Great Britain, on 
_ which connexion the intereſts and happi- 
neſs of both nations eſſentially depend: 
But that the Kingdom of Ireland is a diſ- 
tint Kingdom, with a Parliament of her 
own, the ſole Legiſlature; thereof. That 
there is no body of men competent to 
make laws to bind this nation, except the 
King, Lords and. Commons of: Ireland, 

nor any other Parliament which hath any. 
authority or power, of any ſort whatſo- 
ever, in this country, ſavg only the Parlia- 
ment of Ireland. To aſſure his Majeſty 
that we humbly, conceive, that in this 
tight the very eflence of our libert ies 
exiſts; a right which we, on the part of 
all the people of Ireland, do claim as their 
birth-right, and, which wefcannot yield 
but with our lives, To aſſure his, Ma- 
jeſty that we have ſeen, with concern, 
certain claims advanced by the Parliament 
of Great Britain in an act, intitled an act 
ar the! better ſecuring the dependency of 

Ireland; 


I 1] 
| Ireland ;; an act containing matter entire- 
ly irreconcileable to * anne 
en end 7 01 . 
<7 Ic: ti 21 | ö 
_ That we eise, this Act, and the 
ia it advanices, to be the great and 
Principal cauſe of the diſcontents and jea- 
louſies in” this? Kingdom. 1 To aſſure his 
Majeſty that Eis Majeſty's Commons of 
Reland de tneſt ſincerely wiſh that all 
Bills, whith be come law in Ireland, ſhould 
receive the approba ation of bis Majeſty, 
under the Scal of Great Brſtaitrt; but that 
yet we do/confider the" practice of Tup- 
prefling our*Bills in the Council of Tre- 
fand, or altering the ſamb "any" where, to 
be anothef quſt aufe bf diſcontent and 
jealouſy.” To aſſure ks Majeſty, that an 
act, intitled an act for the better accbme 


modatibn of his' Niajenys forces, being 
unlimited in dutation, AndtHefecti ve in 
other" inſtatices,: birt paſtel in that ſhape 
from the partibülar eiretrgſtances of the 
kümch 3 18 another juſt uſt df diſcontent 


and. n-fealouly! f in this: Kingdom: T hat we 


E-- 


"a+ 4* 


WT 
have ſubmitted theſe, the principal caufſes 
of the preſent diſcontent and jealouſy of 
Ireland, and remain in humble expecta- 
tion of redreſs. That we have the great- 
eſt reliance on his Majeſty s wiſdom, the 
moſt ſanguine expectations from his vir- 
tuous choice of a Chief Governor, and 
great confidence in the wiſe, auſpicious, 
and conſtitutional Councils, which we 
ſee with fatisfaction his Majeſty has a- 
dopted. That we' have moreover a high 
ſenſe and veneration for the Britiſh cha- 
racter, and do therefore conceive that the 
proceedings of this country, founded as 
they were in right, and tempered by duty, 
muſt have excited the approbation and 
eſteem, inſtead of wounding the pride of 
the Britiſh nation. And we beg leave to 
aſſure his Majeſty, that we are the more 
confirmed in this hope, in as much as the 
people: of this kingdom: have never ex- 
preſſed a deſire to ſhare the frecdom of 
England, without declaring a determina- 
tion to ſhare her fate - like wiſe, s 
and ny with the Britiſh nation.” 

K. hus 
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Thus, in a few days after the arrival of 
the Duke of Portland---that very Parlia- 
ment, which had uniformly oppoſed eve- 
ry wiſh of the people, now ſent their de- 
mands to the throne: -The people re- 
joiced in their proſpect of emancipation, 
but they did not, for they could not, 
_ their PINE 85 


Ha was an 0 pauſe. What the 
Parliament of England would do, we 
might conjecture, not determine -The 
Volunteers reſted on their arms, doubt- 
ful whether the were to be uſed in de- 
fence of their juſt rights, or in e 
"ws their j Joy for Liberty reſtored, 


—_ this pablo no man. (Gahan, 
but compliance: on the part- of Rnphitd 
would be fully ſatisfaQtory :—When the 
news that the Engliſh Houſe of Commons 
unanimouſly, and the Lords, with one 
diſſentient only, had'voted * 
Wall was nn was Tagen 


#1 
$ % , FF 7 4 
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The Duke of Portland went to the 
Houſe of Lords, to announce the glad 
tidings,ſurrounding multitudes bleſſed 
him as he paſſed, and every face expreſſed 
the - grateful feelings of their hearts. 
When from the throne he ſpoke, he 
ſeemed inſpired by the genius of our Iſle, 
and in the language of Freedom, declar- 
ed her ſhackles were no more. 


Muy Lords and Gentlemen, 


« It gives me the greateſt ſatisfaction, 
that the firſt time I have occaſion to ad- 
dreſs you, I find myſelf enabled by the 
magnanimity of the King, and the wiſ- 
dom of the Parliament of Great Britain, 
to aſſure you that immediate attention 
has been paid to your repreſentations. 
and that the Britiſh Legiſlature has con- 
curred in a reſolution to remove the cauſes 
of your diſcontents and jealouſies, and are 
united in a deſire to gratify every with 
expreſſed in your late hey to the 
Throne: ml 


cc If 


- If any thing could add to the plea- 
fare I fecl in giving you theſe aſſurances, 
at is, that I can accompany them with 
my congratulations on the important and 
deciſive victory gained by his Majeſty's 
fleet, over that of our common enemy 1n 
the Weſt Indies, and on the ſignal advan- 
tage obtained by his Majeſty's arms in the 
Iſland of Ceylon, on the Coaſt of Coro- 


mandel. 


„By the papers, which, in obedience 
to his Majeſty's. commands, I have di- 
rected to be laid before you, you will re- 
ceive the moſt convincing teſtimony of 
the cordial reception Which your repre- 
fentations have met with from the Legiſ- 
lature of Great Britain; but his Maje ſty, 
whoſe firſt and moſt anxious wiſh is to ex- 
orciſe his royal prerogative in ſuch a man- 
ner as may be moſt conducive to the wel- 
fare of all his faithful ſubjeQs, has further 
given it me in command, to aſſure you 
of his gracious diſpoſition, to, give his 


bal aſſent to acts to prevent the ſup- 
1 preſſion 


1 

preflion of Bills in the Privy Council of 

this Kingdom, and to limit the duration 
of the AR for the better regulation and 

accommodation of his Majeſty's forces in 

this kingdom to the term of two years. 


1 Theſe benevolent intentions of his 
Majeſty, and the willingneſs of his Par- 
liament of Great Britain to ſecond his 
gracious purpoſes, are unaccompanied by 
any ſtipulation or condition whatever. 
The good faith, the generoſity, the ho- 
nour of this nation, afford them the ſureſt 
pledge of a correſponding diſpoſition on 
your part, to promote and perpetuate the 
harmony, the ſtability, and the glory of 
the 3 


— 


« On my own part, J entertain not the 
leaſt doubt, but that the ſame ſpirit 
which urged yon to ſhare the freedom of 


Great Britain, will confirm you in your 
determination 


[ 38 3 
determination to ſhare her fate al fo 


ſtanding and —_— with the Britiſh 
Nation.“ 


When the Commons returned to their 
Houſe, Mr. Grattan moved an Addreſs 
to his Majeſty, and in it was this clauſe : 
52 Gratifled in thoſe particulars, we do 
aſſure your Majeſty, that no conſtitu- 
tional queſtion between the two Na- 
tions will any longer exiſt, which can 
interrupt Ret harmony.” 


This produced a debate, but on a divi- 
ſion, there were only two Members 
againſt it: —The Addreſs was then car- 
ried, arid ordered to the Lord Lieutenant 


for tranſmiſſal ;—A fimilar one paſſed 
the Lords. 


"LES 
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cc To the Ki NG's moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


« The humble Addreſs of ths Knights, 
Citizens and Burgeſſes, in Parliament 
aſſembled. 


ce Mojt | gracious Sovereign, 


« WE, your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
loyal ſubjects, the Commons of Ireland 
in Parliament aſſembled, beg leave to aſ- 
ſure your Majeſty of our unfeigned af- 
fection to your royal perſon and govern- 
ment; and that we feel moſt ſenſibly the 
attention which our repreſentations have 
received from the magnanimity of your 
Majeſty, and the wiſdom of the renn 
ment of Great Britain. 


c We aſſure your Majeſty, that we 
conceive the reſolution for an unqualified, 
unconditional repeal of the 6th of George 
I. to be a meaſure of conſummate wiſ- 
dom and juſtice, ſuitable to the dignity 
and eminence of both Nations, exalting 


the 


"OW }. 
the character, of. both, and furniſhing ; 4 
n — of mutual Ty 
We aſſure your Majeſty, that we are 
| ſenſibly affected by your virtuous deter- 
mination to accede to the wiſhes of your - 
faithful people, and to exerciſe your royal 
prerogative in a manner mioſt conducive 
to their welfare; and accordingly we 
3 mall immediately prepare bills to carry 
into execution the deſires of your Ma- 
jefty's 8 people, and your own moſt bene- 
volent purpoſes. _ 


1 Gratified in | thoſs pirtidilias; we do 
ſte your Majeſty, that no conſtitu- 
tional queſtion between the two Na- 
tions will any longer exiſt, which can 
interrupt their harmony ; and that Great 
Britain, as ſhe has approved of our 
firmneſs, ſo may ſhe rely on our. af- 
feetion. 


-« * We remember and do repeat our de- 


* a 


115 | termi nation 


—— 


„ 
termination to ſtand and fall with the 
Britiſh Nation. | 


25 We perceive with pleaſure the mag- 
nanimity of your Majeſty diſclaim the 
little policy of making a bargain with your 
people; and feeling with pride the con- 
fidence your Majeſty repoſes in the good 
faith, generoſity and honour of the Iriſh 
Nation, we anſwer with all humility, that 
your Majeſty entertains a juſt ſenſe of 
our character. Common intereſt, perpe- 
tual connexion, the recent. conduct of 
Great Britain, a native affection to the 


Britiſh name and Nation, together with 
the conſtitution which we have recovered, 
and the high reputation which we poſ- 
ſeſs, muſt ever decide the wiſhes as well 
as the intereſt of Ireland to perpetuate 
the harmony, Rability and glory of IP 
Empire. 


« We aſſure your Majeſty, aig we 
learn with ſingular ſatisfaction the ac- 
count of your brilliant ſucceſſes in the 


G Eaſt 
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Eaſt and Weſt Indies, gratified at one and 
the ſame inſtant in our deareſt wiſhes--- 


the Freedom of Ireland, and FT of 
Great Britain. | 


« We cannot omit expreſſing our gra- 
titude to your Majeſty for appointing the 
Duke of Portland to the Government of 
this Kingdom. We are convinced his 
repreſentations were faithful, vigorous, 
and beneficial. We are acquainted with 
his character, and relying on his upright 
and frugal Adminiſtration, make no doubt 
that a free People and an uncorrupt Par- 
liament will unite to give a conſtitutional 
Chief Governor nen Support. 


« We hape, preſumed to lay before 
your Majeſty our genuine ſentiments on 
the change of our ſituation: Your Ma- 


jeſty will receive them as the voluntary 
unſtipulated tribute of a free and grate- 


Addreſſes 


(61 
Addreſſes to the Lord Lieutenant, ex. 
preſſing in the warmeſt terms their gra- 
titude to him, were voted unanimoufly: 
-— The Nation reſounded with Joy and 
congratulation ; and univerſal happineſs 
for once ſeemed to pervade a kingdom. 


Had any man foretold, that his Grace 
the Duke of Portland ſhould be vilified, 


and his Adminiſtration condemned :— 
Had any men foretold, that a Grattan 
ſhould in a few weeks become the ob- 
ject of the groffeſt and .moſt iſtiberal 
abuſe: Had any man foretold, that diſ- 
fatisfaction, jealouſy and diſcontent, 
ſhould publicly avow itſelf, before the 
rejoicings of the people were well con- 
cluded :—1 ſay, had any man thus pro- 
phecied, he would probably have fallen 
a victim to his temerity. 


Provincial Meetings were now v called, 
to conſider of Addreſſes ſuitable to the 


occaſion: The National Committee met 
on the 17th of June, prior to the Meet- 


G 2 ings 
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1 


ings of the Provinces Difſcontent had 
ſhewn. itſelf and the object of its meeting, 
was to conſider, whether there was, or was 
not, in their judgment, juſt cauſe of 
complaint: We adjourned without de- 
ciding any thing till next day; this was 
not acting raſhly: When we met again, 
we came unanimouſly to the following 
reſolution : 5 | 


*VoLvun TEER Na TIONAL CoMMITTESR. 


78 A. 4 Meeting of the Voluntcer Com- 
A mittee, at Dublin, oz Tueſday the 18th 


: / June, 1782. 


8e The Right Hon. Lord KiNnGsBoROUGH 
in the Chair. 


” Reſolved unanimouſly, that the Ad- 
dreſſes of the Iriſh Parliament having 
diſclaimed any power or authority of any 
ſort whatſoever, in the Parliament of 
Great Britain over this Realm, we ſhall 
conſider a repeal of the 6th of George 


the Firſt by the Britiſh Parliament, made 


L 85 ] 
in e of the aid Addreſſes, a 
complete renunciation of all the claims 
contained in the ſaid Statute, and, as 
ſuch, we will accept it, and deem; it * 
factory. 


(Signed, 5 
« Mervyn Archdall, Francis Dobbs, 
Joſeph Pollock, for U//er. Lewis Fran- 
cis Irwin, Charles O'Hara, John Geoghe- 
gan, for Connaught. Richard Talbot, 
William Burton, John Parnell, R. Nevill, 
for Leinſter. Kingſborough, R. Sh. Ca- 
rew, W. T. Monſel, Samuel Jacob, A. 
Blennerhaſſet, William Godfrey, 9 
Stackpoole, for Munſter.” IT 


The great object of the National — 
mittee was, if poſſible, to preſerve una- 
nimity; we were, or ſome of us were, to 
attend our reſpective Provincial Meetings, 
and we thought our only chance of una- 
nimity was, to fix on one point that 

we would ſupport, and recommend in 
our particular provinces. 


G 3 2 
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The next day Leinſter met, and agreed 
with the, National Committee, as ap- 
pears by their Addreſſes to his Majeſty 
and his Viceroy :---On the 21ſt of June, 
Vifter was alſo to meet; and as the firſt 
Dungannon Meeting was ſo particularly 
diſtinguiſhed, I think it neceſſary to be 
10 DN as to the ſecond. 


ls 3 too 8 to * un- 
obſerved, had in a ſhort ſpace of time pro- 
pagated diſcontent. Falſchoods of the 
moſt , glaring: nature filled many of the 
papers, and miſrepreſentation diſgraced 
the freedom of the Prefs. Englith. per- 
fidy was inculcated, and the inſufficiency 
of what had been obtained, aſſerted.— 
Withdit any change whatfoever on the 
Part of Great Britain, a4 number 6f men, 
who were even ready, a feë days before, 
to croſs the Channel, to the aid of Eng- 
and, become utthappy and diſcontented, 
and the evening preceding the 21ſt of 
Jane, wore a VT 0 aſpeck. 4 


I 


The 
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The morning came, and the Meeting- 
Houſe was our place of meeting. Col. 
Irvine was again called to the chair, and 
Capt. Dawſon re- elected Secretary :— 
Their former conduct well entitled them 
to e exalted ſituations. 5 


It again fell to my lot to open the 
buſineſs, and I know not on which OC- 
caſion I felt moſt anxiety. However 
different the objects, both were in my 
apprehenſion equally momentous; and 
the fate and proſperity of my coun- 
try equally at ſtake. I explained my 
reaſons for being fully ſatisfied, and 

moved the following Addreſs to his Ma- 
jeſty. _ 


6 ULSTER VoLuxTEBRS, InzLanD; | 


Dungannon, Fune 21/k, 1182, 
6 Col. WI LLIAN IX vI NE, in the Chair. 


« At a Meeting of Three Hundred 
and Six Companies of this Province, 
purſuant to public notice, the follow- 


ing | 


8 We . "2 
BE 
: 7 0 
e 
un * 
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* 
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ing Addreſs was unanimouſly agreed 
upon, and ordered to be preſented to 
his Majeſty by the Chairman, Major 
Francis Dobbs, Captain James Daw- 
ſon, Captain Francis Evans, and Col. 
5 Thomas Morris Jones. 


3 ＋70 the Kixe? s moſt Excellent Majeſty, 


the humble Addreſs of the Volunteers 
. Ulſter. = 


W Mit gracious Sovereign, 


5 « © WITH the moſt unfeigned 8 


ment to your Majeſty s perſon and fa- 
mily, we approach your throne. You 
are our true and lawful Sovereign; and 
we truſt that every act of ours will evince, 
that we are your faithful and loyal ſub- 
jects. 3 2 


ce The Addreſſes of the Triſh Parlia- 


ment having diſclaimed any power or 


authority, of any ſort whatſoever, in the 


Parliament of Great Britain over this 
realm, we ſhall conſider : an unqualified 


ww 01. * Je y x and 
Dat 


CORY” 
and unconditional repeal of the Statute 
of the Sixth of George the Firſt, by the 
Britiſh Parliament, made in purſuance. of 
the ſaid Addreſſes, a compleat renuncia- 
tion of a principle hoſtile to the rights of 
Ireland, and of all the claims contained in 
the ſaid Statute; and as ſuch we will 
accept it and deem it ſatisfactory. Thus 
united by the ſacred bond of freedom, 
we requeſt our gracious Sovereign to aſ- 
fure our Siſter Kingdom, that we will be 
ſharers in her fate, ſtanding or falling 
with the Britiſh CIS: 


« We humbly beg leave to expreſs our 
gratitude for the appointment of his Grace 
the Duke of Portland to the government 
of Ireland. Prevented by ſituation from 
enjoying the preſence of our beneyolent 
Sovereign, we rejoice in a Viceroy, whoſe 
charaQer aſſures us that he will faith- 
fully diſcharge the duties of his ſtation. 


« The 
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wh The cxconomy and retrenchment 
which your Majeſty has been graciouſly 
pleaſed both to recommend and practiſe, 
will, we humbly hope, be extended to Ire- 
land. Should a more equal repreſentation 
of the people be alſo adopted, our proſpe- 
rity would be. for ever ſecured, and your 


Majeſty's reign moſt honepeahly; © diſtin- 
guithed in the annals of mankind. | 


We rejoice in the great and ſignal 
ſucceſs of your Majeſty's arms: every 
enemy muſt yield to the efforts of a great, 
a brave, a free, and an united people. 
Your Majeſty's choice of thoſe whom you 
have entruſted with the adminiſtration of 
public affairs gives us the moſt heart-felt 
fatisfaction; public confidence is revived; 
and we doubt not but your Majeſty's 
Crown and Empire will ſpeedily be raiſ- 
ed to the higheſt pinnacle of human glory. 


e We have 8 beheld with admire- 
tion your Majeſty's domeſtic virtues.— 
May your Majeſty, and the truly great 


and 


3 
and amiable partner of your throne, long, 
long live to bleſs each other: may the 
offspring of your happy union reward 
your parental fondneſs, by a diſplay of 
every grace and every virtue; and when, 
at length, the immutable law of nature 
shall demand that tribute, which even 
Kings muſt pay, may your mourning 
ſubjects with one voice lament, that the 
great, the benevolent father 9 his people 
is no more. 


6 WILLIAM IRVINE, Chairman. 
« JAMES DAWSON, Secretary.“ 


From what I had heard, before we 
| met, I was certain of defeat :—What 
then my ſurpriſe when it paſſed una- 
nimouſly, and with- a loud tribute of ap- 
plauſe. 


Captain Pollock then moved an Ad- 
dreſs to the Duke of Portland, which was 
carried unanimouſly---as was alſo an Ad- 
dreſs to Lord Charlemont, appointing him 


General 


WR Op 
General of the Volunteers of Ulſter, mov- 
ed by Lieut. Col. Alexander Stewart; and 
an Addreſs to Mr. Grattan, expreſſing the 
higheſt ſatisfaction at the vote for 50,000]. 
moved by Captain Pollock : A reſoluti- 
on moved by Col. Knox, for afliſting in 
raiſing the 20,000 Seamen, and a Reſo- 
lution for erecting a monument at Dun- 
gannon, in which Lord Charlemont and 
Mr. Grattan were to be particularly diſ- 
tinguiſhed, moved by the Rev. Mr. Craw- 
ford and me, were alſo caried unani- 
mouſly. 2 7 


* 1 


Thus ended the buſineſs of this me- 
morable day — Though there were 306 

Corps repreſented, there was not a ſin- 

gle diſſentient: -The evening was ſpent 

as chearfully as the former; and every 

thing wore the appearance of j Joy”. and ſa- 
e 


* have had time to reflect on both days, 
the 1 oth of February and 21ſt of June, 
and I moſt ſolemnly declare I know not 


which 
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which I hold in higheſt eſtimation:— 


1 am perſuaded the director of all, was 
the director of both, and the delegates 


were only his humble inſtruments. Let 


not this belief impeach my underſtand- 
ing :---Is it extraordinary if he who made 
Kingdoms, ſhould on great occaſions 
deign to direct the creatures that inhabit 
them? 


I have ſaid, and I again repeat it,--- 
I know not which day I moſt venerate. 
The firſt was to demand the rights of an 
injured and oppreſſed people: we did it 
with temper and firmneſs---we deſerved, 
and therefore obtained ſucceſs.----The 
laſt, was for the no leſs glorious purpoſe 
of ſhewing that we knew our duty to 
man---to our country---and our God; 
To ſhew that arms, in the hands of Free- 
men, are only dangerous when their Free- 
dom is invaded ;—To proclaim to an ad- 
miring world---that we looked for our 
rights, and no more than our rights; To 


prove, that we were as generous as we 


Were 


* 


L 
were brave; and would not inſult a re- 
penting Siſter, already humbled by miſ- 
fortune; and that in her diſtreſs we were 
ready to take her to our boſom to ſup- 
port her infirmities--to ſupply her wants, 
and to reſloge; her to her former 1 


he "IR Toe of Connaught alſo ex- 
preſſed: its ſatisfaction, in Addreſſes to his 
Majeſty and the Lord Lieutenant, as ap- 
pears by thoſe Addreſſes Munſter met, 


e 


| I muſt now paint a new, and to me 4 
painful ſcene painful, not for myſelf 
but for my country. To me popularity 
; is a matter of perfect indifference :---Ex- 
perience has taught me, to ſtamp it with 
its true and real value :---I would not ſa- 
crifice a ſingle principle to obtain it in its 
higheſt extent, but I would ſacrifice my 
life for to deſerve it. 


We who were appointed. to preſent the 
Addreſs to his Majeſty, immediately ſail- 
ed 


C 
ed for England: Lord Shelburne treat- 
ed us with the greateſt politeneſs; and his 
Majeſty was pleaſed, moſt graciouſly to 
receive our Addreſs, and every mark of 
attention was paid, thro' us, to the Volun- 
teers of Ulſter. 


Scarce had our Addreſs been preſent- 
ed, when the pacquets from Ireland an- 
nounced the diſſatisfaction of two corps 
in the town of Belfaſt, who had been re- 
preſented at Dungannon, We, who 
were executing our Commiſſion, vilified 
and traduced in every 'newſpaper,---Mr. 
Grattan, who had been addreſſed from 
every quarter, as the ſaviour of his 
country---who bad been voted a ſtatue by | 
a full meeting of the Lawyers of Ireland 
publicly convened, and 50,o00l. by the 
Houſe of Commons of Ireland---was now 
become the object of the moſt illiberal 
and unjuſt abuſe :---We felt like Iriſh- 

men, and were aſhamed of the incon- 


ſiſtency of our country. ---We felt for the 
loſs 


. 


r 
loſs of character ſhe muſt ſuſtain by ſuck 


a conduct, and how ſhe muſt fall i in the 


eſtimation of mankind. : 


The Belfaſt n was approaching; 


thoſe who were diſſatisfied determined 
here to make their ſtand :---it had been 


for the two preceding years diſtinguiſhed 
as the greateſt in Ireland, and therefore 


its decifion muſt carry a conſiderable 
weight along with it. The 1ſt Belfaſt 
company had taken the lead, and was in- 


defatigable in the purſuit of its object, 


That, diſſatisfaction ſhould be expreſſed 


at Belfaſt:---This company ſent the fol- 


| lowing Addreſs to the corps who were 


to aſſemble at the Review; and as papers 


had before paſſed between that Company 


and I, I alſo addreſſed the ſame 9 
both are as follow: 


E 
. An ADDRESS from the BELFAST 
FIRST VOLUNTEER COMPANY. 


tt To the . and 8 of the 
ſeveral Corax Es to be reviewed at 
BeLeasr, 3ift JuLy, 1782. 


ke Gtx TEMES, 


3 FROM a conviction that the pres 
fant is a critical moment for Ireland, inſo« 
much that we conceive that the queſtion 
whether we ſhall be a free or an enſlaved 
people depends on it; we. humbly pre- 
ſume that an Addreſs, induced by the 
pureſt motives, will not be held preſump- 
tuous, and that every reaſonable allow- 
ance will be made for us by the liberality 


of our fellow-ſubjeQs and ſoldiers, the 
Volunteers of Uilter. 


The ftruggles which this loyal nation 
has lately made toward caſting off the 
aſurpation - of a country which cannot 


juſtly claim a ſingle right to which Ireland 
| H 1s 
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is hot by charter, juſtice, and nature 
equally entitled, have excited the admi · 
ration of every ſtate in Europe. But at 
this period of Triſh virtue, were we con- 
tentedly to fit down with any thing ſhort 
of complete freedom—we ſhould render 
ourſelves odious to millions yet unborn, 
who would tax us with having meanly 
fold an opportunity of reſcuing the land 
from the yoke of ſlavery at ſuch an æra 
as the fevolution of centuries may not 
8 0 produce. 


. The deſigns ob ambitions men may 
for a time miſlead, but cannot long de- 
tude a people of that ſound plain under- 
Nanding by which even the inferior 
claſſes of the men of Ulſter have ever been 
diſtinguiſhed. With ſuch men, ſimple 
ungarniſhed truths, level to every capa- 
city, muſt have their weight, and will, it 
is prefumed, rouſe them to a ſenſe: of the 
dig r and Independence of their nation. 


_ © The 


{56 1 
* The intemion of chis Addfefs is, Witli 


all humility, to impreſs the followitis - 


great arid ſerious truths: That the rights 
bf this kingdom are not yet fecured, nor 
even acknowledged by Britain; partly 
owing to the deluſions of many ſincere 
friends; to the perſidy of pretended. ones, 
and to an error committed through pre- 


cipitancy by. our Tepreſentatives in the 
Senate—That unleſs a ſpark of that ſa- 


cred flame which but a few days ago 
glowed i in every breaſt in Ulſter, be again 
excited, the. glorious attempt of this coun- 
try to procure its emancipation, inſte ad 
of producing any real permanent good, 


will too probably be the means of depriv- 
ing us of our rights for ever. 


& Let us hk ace the growth 100 
progreſs of our late ſpirit, and let the 
claims aſſerted at Dungannon, on the 1 5th 
of Fe ruary, be the E of o our 


e 


H 2 The 
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The ſpirit of that great day's proceed- 
ings, which was re-echoed from every 
quarter, may eaſily be collected from the 
following quotations :—Your repreſenta- 
| . * ä , declared, 
_—_ That a claim of any body of men 
"8 Mp than the King, Lords and Com- 
© mons of Ireland to make laws to bind 
cc this kingdom, is unconſtitutional ak 
oo {nan | | 
_ That the ports of this kingdom are 
. by right open to all foreign countries 
& not at war with the King, and that 
* any burden thereupon,” or obſtruction 
© thereto, ſave only by the Parliament of 
« Ireland, is unconſtitutional and a griev- 


. ance.“ za by 


_— - 


(1793 


= 0 Fo moment 8 eco will ſhew, that 


the firſt of theſe two Reſolves clearly ap- 
_ plies to a denial of the pretended right of 


Britain to INTERNAL legiſlation for this 
8 5 1 country; 
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country and the latter reſolve as de- 
cidedly determines with reſpect to ER 
TERNAL ion, as our right to a free- 


_ E „ 9. % 


baſis. 


» SS. -—_ 


« «if 3 it appear that theſr- ke 0 
Ireland, which aroſe from your own act, 


and from which you cannot recede with- 
out drawing down eternal diſhonour on 
your poſterity, have completely and with- 
out equivocation been acceded to, then 
the preſent. diſcontents ANG eee; are 
did diſquiſition.e evinces the eee. the 
voice of Ireland ſhould again be raiſed, 


and. rather than, the pride of a ſiſter (in an 
honorable connection with whom we will 
ever glory) ſh6uld trample; on the deareſt 
rights of our nature, we ſhould meet our 
danger like men deſerving to be Free, 
and by acting with the boldneſs of con- 
ſcious virtue and true dignity, we would 
probably ſechre for ages the intereſt, : 


H 3 peace 


4 peace and affeRtions, of, the two King: 


complained | of the Britiſh Declaratory 
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doms. of 


| cc Our Houſes of Lords and Commons, 


forced into the temporary practice of vir- 
tue by the demands of an armed people, 


Law of 6th'Geo: the ft, and of the yow- 
ERS, as the Lords ſaid; and of the CLAIMS 
py hd e to en Commons. 555 


cc Every one muſt recolle&t in What 


fr 


manner demands, on the accuracy 0 of 


which the fottlement of the rights of three 


end, was precipitated, | | Im 
perfect however as they v Were, their ge ge- 


neral tenor v en to a emand of an eter- 
nal renobncement ofialf power of leg iſla- 


me Art 


tion for this country, However 1 marke by 
the futile," groundleſs, ee diſ- 


oy: Ire 
Ee of external and internal.“ 
„ Y ak 7 many o» 
905 10 219 > 4/8 ITS ai Fi 56 cc In 
n been o 


© . Iti is ſuppoſed that a Parliament h have . bopnd Pra in 
our to accept o of a SIMPLE repeal. Nothing is more falſe. 


"nv 


* FR 
3411875 


Au the addreſs of our Commons to the 
W we find-the nn ex. 
ur ee an * 


4 Ke | 


« There i is no body of men competent 
« to make laws to bind this kingdom ex- 
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The. fr addrefs of the, 16th of April in de Comin on 
of: the iych in the Lards,. is the gleat authority. There the 
Commons ſtate ap a grievance [the aaf the: 6th of Geo the 
Firſt.— and the 1348 37=thedogdsb ſtate the athc ambthe 
roms. Inn demanding redteſs - they” never mention the 
word) repeai mur leſs 81 - aeÞtal; and what fair 
man can dent that: inc demanding redtefs- therefore->they: de- 
mand whatever-is neceflary to-thad redreſs. —whether renunci« 

ation: by. Eagland, a bill of rights here, or in[ſhorrowhatever = 
is negeſſaty io ſubſtantial redieſs. The King's anſwer as to 
this, ig, that the: Houſes: of Partianient» are; unitedito:gratify: 
all bus. wiſhęs us tp the Ixiſh act neceſſary for. tha nw; 
ting bill. andi in ithe cafe: of Poyniuge d he expteſſeb his:readi;; 
neſs to give ene ee without STURULATION ee. 
nn 19909 Daus 249 2 Jo 191093 8. 0991 ot 62-30 
nei iS ach Non Lo PN Wing n n dias: 

$6, ae comes the ſęcond addreſs; which: 103 
ing a compliment to the King] for- expteſſions of great 
grace, is moro profuſe and leſs guarded ; and: of | leſs auth - 
ry than tke felt; which was: the addreſs of buſineſe and pre- 
ciſion; whereas the ſecond is an addreſs of ſentiment. and 
enility. The King having mentioned that his aſſent to our 

Liiſh 
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* cept the King, Lords, and Commons of 
Ireland; nor any other Parliament 
te which hath any authority or power OF 


cc ANY sOoRT. e een in this 
lame 2m M LOA Off © \ ©Country, 


* P y 1 * > [ 
IF H wa 44 . Tos: * Jeu” 1 29 E 14 * Ain 12 


ich laws of redreſs was given without $TIiPULATION or 
conDITiON, ſome people apprehended . that Mr. Fox's 
ſpeech tended to confirm that ſome BARGAIN was intended 
to be made by the Parliambnt of England for giving us redreſy 
as to the Gth of George the Firſt, and ths Elles and powers 
which rendered that law offenſive. They thought the words 
UNCONDITIONAL Abd bowbg&xiiried repeal; (the words 
vſed-iri/the ſecond addreſs) obviated any idea of BAACAIx, 
and no man could think that they did nut comprehend the 
tulleſt and: moſt ſatisfacosy repeal-poſlible ; whereas they are 
now conſtrued to. have ineaned a\SIMPES Tepeal;: which is 
of all others the :narzoweſt and moſt usſalisfactory. Now: 
certainly a repeal: might” have been ſo worded, by ſtating the 
venſon andi principle of the repenl, as to anount to a perpꝰ- 
tual: renunciatioi of the claims and powers——Whid' can ſay 
| then chat the faith-orhonqut:-of parliament isi bound to ac 
oept of 31 PLE repeal, Wwhich:they-pever; once: mentioned ? 
or to forego a redreſs of the claims and powers, and ta re- 
liaquiſh all ſubſtantial ſecurity ? The hiſtory of the tranſaction 
ſhews the words were ſuppoſetl to obviatè the idea of TARA T- 
rer BARGAIN and to prevent any 00 MPBNSATION: be- 
ing demanded; and in the houſe repeatedly it was ſaid, this 
we: ee and wewillinot'y EGO G48 abaut it or make 
„ Bibbt newt bac da apatoder ; noitin 


3 s . jm - — 
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L 
Country,; ſave only the Parliament of 
Ireland! To aſſure his Majeſty, that 
e humbly conceive that in this right 
Fe the way eſſence of our liberties exiſts; 
| a 3 


* - ba * — 
by, „ 4 A r % wo » * ow 
* 
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_- 


Had not the hiſtory of the buſineſs pointed this out, on 
the mere words is it not fair to ſay that an unqualified repeal 
muſt mean a repeal without reſerve? If therefore a ſimple 
repeal reſerves the principle (which it "certainly does) i it is 
qualified, and very dangerouſly qualified too; and if there 


be a doubt on the conſtruction of theſe words, can any thing | 
prove more ſtrongly chat we ought not to leave our whole ſe- 


cutity to conſtruction? And if there be a doubt, ought not 


the ſenſe of Ireland and the liberality of England to take i the 
molt bed; and "efficient conftrudtion of. the words. n — 
Sof Mind ot ai faden 20 43d. 

" On the day of the nd addreſs 1 moved. in the 


Commons, Mr. Flood declared, that the repeal of theGth'o 
Geb. I. would not be ſufficient. Mr. Walſhe exptefsſy ar! 
gual the legal point that a ſimple repeal of a declaratory law, 
repealed only the declaration. Sir Samuel Bradſtreet, Re- 

corder of Dublin, concurred, — Was not this ticnely warning. 
2 N Ua no f 7; 1 1295 Boi £20; 5? ET DUR 311 
In the Hoaſe of Lords, Lord Bellament objefed. to the 
infifficiency of the words of the addreſb ag originally moved, 
and words: wete added without any diviſion to the addreſs'.tor 
this; purport, That hen that matter Was coMrLIE TED, it 
would give, ſatisfaction, &c. Lord Farnham, who; moved 
the addreſs in the Lords, admitted readily the words and the 
4inciple, declaring tbat the mere ro of that law would be 
| | 105 490 To wits |. Inadequate, 


TR] 
a right which we on tha part of the 
people of Ireland do claim as tlieir birtli- 
right, and which we: b. A ot 
W our! lives. 


00 et us 8 how this claim, ſo 


ſolemnly advanced by the repreſentatives 
of a nation was received, and what ef. 


focts it e on © our 7 Lad = 
e N rl Lot ; 


n. 


Nr. Sent a man * che rde abilkties ir in 
: Europe, who, was the oſtenſible Miniſter 


of that day, moved for. a fepeal of the 
| 6th of George t the firſt in the Britiſh Houſe 


of, Commons, a repeal. which has. ſince, 


* 
9144 : 


een, fugh: Hoods, * Saite and ill. 
einn e Tec PETS iy” HOY ined 


* 0 o * 4 ; t 
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en 8 0 ell n 


Hun, Not a Lord aue dis JoQtine on that es od 
theꝛothet day he repeated it, and added.] that as mover of the 
adgjefs. he was conyerſant in the councils of, that period, and 
that he did always underſtand ; that-the-repeal 9 was to have 
. contained. words perfectly ſatisfactory, as to the ſole right of 
our Parliament - or, in other words, that it was not to be 
what is nom contended. for, à ſimple and ſilent repeal. 18 
there any thing in this to- bind the honour of Parliament to 
give up the ſecurity of their Country? 
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timed applauſe from the open, Gugers, 
unſuſpe Ring. hearts of Iriſhmen. In a 
ſpeech in which, his great abilities) were” 
fully employed, introduQory of the Iriſh 
buſineſs to, the Parliament and people-o© 
Great Britain, a buſineſs of Which he was: 
the, avowed, patron, in the very ſame 
breath. with. which, he urged the juſtice: 
of our demands, aſſerted, „that he al- 


jp ways. mage a.diſtinQion. between inter- 


* nal and external legiſlation, and though 


it. Would be tyranny to attempt to en- 


6c force the former in countries not repre- 
0 ſented, i in the. Rritick Parliament, yet he 


- Was, clear that the latter was in reaſon 


«and | policy annexed to the Britiſh legi- 
ec ſlature.“ A. little. after he preſents a 
juſt though dreadful. view, of} that very 
ſpecies of uſurpation, which he dignified 
by-giving it the air of a Right, though he 
little intended that it ſhavld be ſeenjin.ſo 
clear a light as it has been by every think- 
ing man in this country —— His words 
are: « But fatally for this country this, 
power of external legiſlation had been 

« employed 
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be employed againſt Ireland as an inſtru- 
© ment of oppreſſion to eſtabliſh an im- 
9 politio monopoly in trade, to enrich 
« one country at the expence of the other.” 
Could a more ſtriking illuſtration of the 
abominable ſtate of ſubjection to Which 
we were, according to his aſſertion re- 
duced, and ſtill are ſubject, be given 
This eder drawn in a Britiſh Houſe 
of Commons, exhibits a nation deprived 
of even the ſhadow of conſtitution, and 
conſequently its deareſt intereſts lying at 


the mercy or rather caprice of fo neigh- 
bouring nation ;----of a nation whoſe po- 
licy it had ever been to check and deſtroy 
in the bud, every proſpect of gain n and 
commercial advantage Which did not 1 
rectly tend to her own opulence, or. did 
| not Amend her own. a luſt t for Power. 3 
. We might de; ES moſt pe 
pen to delineate the features of the moſt 
abject flavery with more truth and accu- 


racy. | 
3 « We 


[209 ] 

* We don't mean. to tax the then Pre- 
mier with any miſconduct as a Britiſh 
Miniſter, as we cannot but ſuppoſe he 
fairly repreſented ' the ſentiment of the 
Cabinet—the ſentiment of an adminiſtra- 
tion uncommonly popular, and of the bulk 
of the Britiſh nation; for we are well 
aware that a man ſituated as he was, 
durſt not, as Premier, utter a ſentiment | 
'not according with that of his colleagues; 
alſo that his chance for remaining long 
in office depended on his acting up to, 
and holding ſuch language as, conſider- 
ing the circumſtances of the times, would 
be moſt pleaſing to the country to which 
he belonged. Mr. T. Pitt, who ſecond- 
ed the motion of Mr. Fox, further ad- 
vanced, That he knew no difference 
between internal and external legiſla- 
« tion, and that he would not to his lat ; 
© breath think otherwiſe.” Lord Beau- 
champ was the only man who contended 
againſt the claim of externally legiſlating 

for us, and who foreſaw that any thing 


-elinquiſhment of that claim, 
as 


[ 110 1 
EE Well as the cher, could not be. ſatis⸗ 


factory to this country. A few days af- 


ter the Miniſter ſaid, that the firſt men 


of Ireland were content with a repeal 
alone. In that ſhape the law paſſed, and 


we were petſuaded i in the ſecond Addreſs 


'to admit the idea, not indeed of a ſimple 


tepeal, but of a repeal without ſtipula- 
tion or condition—and | which might 


have 30 full and ſuffibicnt if ae 
worded. 17225 | 


We 2 from theſe circumftances 
every preſumptive evidence that it he ver 


Was the intention 6f Britain or of Britiſh 


Miriſters to relitigquiſh the right, and 
that their fa vour extended no farther than 
to a ſuſpenſion of its exerciſe, which in 


her then debilitated ſtate the conld not 
enforce, 


*, We have here avoided mentioning 


the very cogent reaſons advanced by the 
Right Hon. H. Flood, and the great view 


he has opened of the queſtion to the 
Rs 


kingdom at large: we mv ſt, however, 
pay him that tribute of praiſe, that no 
man has yet been hardy enough (ſave Mr. 
Dobbs) to meet him on that ſubject, ei- 
ther in Parliament or in the public prints. 
Is to that gentleman's impregnable 
Ts fortreſs, founded on a rock,” we pre- 
ſume it could be taken without much dif- 
ficulty : but as it is purpoſely erected to 
withſtand the abilities of the greateſt man, 

and perhaps the moſt profound conſtitu- 


tional hiſtorian in the Britiſh empire, we 
ſhall not here preſume to attack it“. 


cc It 


Mr. Dobbs, in his Addiefs to the Ulſter Volunteers 
of the 17th July, 1982, ſays as follows:. I will 
here inſert an argument I uſed at Dungannon, and which 
1 believe decided our opinions ——1 addrefled the Chair- 
man: thus“ But, Sir, we are told, a repeal is not ſuſfici- 
ent, and that a. Declaration from Great Britain is neceſſary 
to compleat the buſineſs—Sir, if ſuch a Declaration added an 
atom of real ſecurity, I would contend for it — but feeling as 
I do, that it would not, 1 will never call upon England to 
proclaim her-idjullice.” Our repentiog ſiſter has done away 
the offence, and though I were ſure ſhe would conſent to this 
humiliation, I would diſdain to demand it. Should ſhe be 
pertidions, thöugh ſhe enacted law upon law, and declaration 
upon declaration, what is their ſecurity ? The power that can 
enact and declare, can alſo repeal, and if aſter this, ſhe me- 

ditates, 


{ 112 % 


0 It i is very foreign from our intention 
to attempt to open new grounds of contro- 
verſy with En it but we s ardently wiſh, 

and 


* 
©. ” 


ANG 8 power: ſhalt n 10 be Cade would 
the heſitate i in reſcinding ſuch laws and ſuch declarations ? Be- 
tween man and man a minute and ſpecial agreement is ne- 
ceffaty, becauſe there ate human tribunals to which men can 
appeal: But between nation and nation, honor and public 
f ith can be the only tie. Does any man who hears me, 
doubt but England would be deemed deceitful and unjuſt, if, 
after this repeal, le ever attempts to make laws for us ? But 
if ſhe ſhould, who is the Judge that is to try it? The-Al. 
mighty Judge of all Do you then deem it neceſſary to ſtore 
up Records? Do you mean at a future day to produce a 
multy, Statute to Omniſcience? No, no; you feel how ridi- 
culous it is, and laugh at the idea. If ever England is per- 


fidious your appeal muſt be to Heaven, and your arguments 
mult. be your arms, 


we Here [ take my ground; if I am beat out of it I will 
acknowledge I am wrong. I will not call on HAN DEN Ar- 


TER, nor will I diſturb the ghoſt of Al E axon Six, in 
the enjoyment of Etyfium. — No, I will call on the life, the 


foul, the ſpirit of this enterprize ; I call on Mr. FLoop to 
attack the fortreſs which I hold, weak as its garriſon may 
_ be: If it ſhould ſtand againſt his gigantic powers, it will 
prove it to be a fortreſs founded on a rock, and fortified with 
judgment. If T cannot defend it I will ſurrender at diſcre- 
tion, and lament that with the beſt of motives I have been 
inſtrumental in miſleading you.” 
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and will never ceaſe to hope, that the people 
ofthis kingdom will, by perſeverance and 
an exertion of ſpirit, bounded by loyalty 
to our Prince and a love of the Britiſh 
conſtitution according to its pureſt prin- 
ciples, very ſpeedily obtain the wiſhes 
expreſſed by its inhabitants in every ca- 
pacity, and by the Addreſſes of its own 
Parliament to its Soverrign. As to Vo- 
junteers, it is evident that their honour 
is bound by the determination of their 
firſt and only glorious meetings in their 
different provinces and that THEY can- 
not retract without ignominy and con- 
tempt. Let a reflection on the miracu- 
lous effects your own ſpirit, diſplayed at 
one of your Dungannon meetings, pro- 
duced on all deſcriptions of men, as well 
the courtier as the timid friend, teach 
you that even unanimity among our- 
ſelves, as well as a laſting and happy con- 
nection between the two contending par- 
ties, can only be obtained by again ſpeaking 
out with that ſpirit which charaQeriſed 
iriſhmen on the 15th of February, 1782, 


| ang 


£ 
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a0 which rendered it a day that will 


make an eminent figure in the annals 
of the as ne | 


ty 80 Recollect that Ulſter led the way; 
that the other Provinces followed the 
| great example with redoubled vigour, 
1 and that we cannot doubt they will do ſo 
. 1 again; ; that diſcontents againſt men 
ji and meaſures are gone forth, and are 
hourly encreaſing ; that the firſt meeting 
of Ulſter is equally the pride of every 
man in Ireland; and the laſt one pretty 
generally reprobated as premature, ill- 
Judged, and not conveying the ſenſe of 
the conſtituent body. Such reflections 
will convince every impartial man, that 
a ſpeedy meeting on the hill of Dungan- 
non, (the delegates being previouſly in- 
ſtructed by the People, in whom only true 
ſpirit exiſts, and taught only to echo their 
ſentiment,) can alone, in the preſent mu- 
tilated ſtate our affairs, ſo lately promiſ- 
ing every blefling,—give us the chance of 


a free conſtitution. Do not forget that 
5 Connaught 


a 


„„ 


Connaught has, in her addreſs to Majeſty, 
laid down, in the moſt pointed terms that 
language could convey, the very princi- 
ple which we here endeavour to eſtabliſh: 
and maintain—where ſhe informs his 
Majeſty, that a revival of the claims ei- 
ther of external or internal legiſlation, 
would for ever ſever the two countries. 


« If you follow her ſteps in that point, 
what can poſſibly be dreaded ? You will 
at that inſtant with her compoſe a large 
majority of the armed force of Ireland? 
And no man who has not ſiniſter, diſhaneſt 
views, can pretend to alledge that per- 
fect unanimity . would not prevail over 
the whole kingdom, as it did when there 
was much leſs chance or expectation of 
it. | 


„The Britiſh legiſlature in claiming a 
right to external legiſlation for this country, 
aſſumes an abſolute controul over our com- 
merce and foreign trade; and conſequently 
can, if we admit her claim, prevent us from 

I 2 forming 


116 J 

forming any commercial connexion with 
any nation on the globe, however well 
calculated our produce or - manufactures 
may be to ſerve ſuch nation. When ſuch 
a prepoſterous claim is made, will any 
man in his right reaſon ſay that this 1s 


enjoying equal liberty ; or that we have 


under ſuch baſe reſtraint, received what 
Britain was pleaſed to term a Free Trade, 
when the moment of her depriving us of 
3 commerce even with foreign nations 
depends merely on 2885 own caprice, or 
her own intereſt ? 


« Slavery cannot be of a deeper com- 
plexion! 7 Fn 


It may be alledged, that this is the 
price we pay for the protection of the 
Britiſh flag. But let us not deceive our- 
ſelves. Ireland is, and ever was, one of 
the beſt pillars of the empire, and con- 
tributes more to the aggrandizement of 
Britain than any other country ſhe iscon- 


nected \ with. But independently of this 


8 


; | cir- 


PF] - 
circumſtance, will any man not enamour- 
ed with the horrors of bondage dare to 
aſſert, that the loſs of civil liberty ſhould 


be the price of any protection what- 
ever? 


„We take the liberty of ſubmitting 
three reſolutions to your deliberation, 
which we will move through our dele- 
gate the day after the Belfaſt Review, 
when addreſſes to the Reviewing General 

will be moved for, 


Previous to that day, we hope you 
will inſtruct your delegate which will at- 
tend the meeting, whether you chuſe 
that he ſhould give JAE aſſent or dif- 
fent to them. 


« rſt Reſolve. That a Dungannon 
meeting be held on the day of 
for the purpeſe of conſidering whether 
any, and which of the demands of the 
Province of Ulſter of the r 5th of Feb. 
t782, have not yet been complied with. 


13 oh If 
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I any are found not yet complied with, 
prudent meaſures may be adopted for ob- 
taining them, as alſo for obtaining an 
Triſh Statute, declaring that the ſole right 
= of both external and internal legiſlation, 
is veſted in our own Parliament, and in 
i no other as its receiving the aſſent of a 
Prince in whom the two Crowns are 
| united would be held a ſtrong ſecurity, 
and would adminiſter general ſatisfac- 

tion. 


« 2d Reſolve. That it is not the ſenſe 
of this meeting that a ſimple repeal of the 
6th Geo. I. can be accepted as a ſuthcient 
renunciation of the claim of external and 
internal legiſlation formerly exerciſed over 


this country. 


zd Reſolve. In order to guard againſt 

an ee uſe of delegated power, that it 
be held a general principle, that no re- 
ſolutions or addreſſes which may be 
adopted at any future aſſemblies of de- 
Tegates, can be conſidered as being the 
reſolutions and addreſſes of ſuch Volun- 
| kecr 
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teer companies, until the Chairman ſhall 
have tranſmitted copies of their proceed- 
ings to all the companies for whom de- 
legates appeared each of which corps 
ſhall deliberate collectively upon ſuch 
proceedings, and return to the Chairman 
on or before a limited day their ſeveral 
approbations or diſapprobations of each 
reſolution and. each addreſs. That as 
ſoon as it has been aſcertained which re- 
ſolutions and which addreſſes are agree- 
able to the majority, then and not before, 
ſuch reſolutions ſhall - be held binding. no 


the conſtituent body, and the addreſſes 


ſhall then be preſented or tranſmitted. 
That ſuch Chairman ſhall, in the public 
prints of the, Province, publiſh ſuch aſ- 
ſents or diſſents of corps to each reſolu- 
tion and each addreſs. 


We have the honor to on 


Gentlemen, | 

Your fellow Subjects and Soldiers, 
Signed by order of the Company,] 

WADDELL CUNNINGHAM.” 


Belfaſt, Fuly 18, 1782. 


* 
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2 ce "An Appzess from 8 Do BBS, 
e to the Officers and Privates of 
the ſeveral Companies to be Reviewed 
SO! at Belfaſt, tay: _ Ar ae. ; 


nn ? 


. « Gentlemen, 


cc FR OM the fulleſt 1 that 
this i is a critical moment for Ireland, and 
that your conduct, at the enſuing Re- 
view, will lead to the peace, honour and 
pProſperity, or to the devaſtation, igno- 
miny and deſtruction of Ireland, I now 
addreſs you. 


. 
« M$, 


1 You . are addreſſed from the Belfaſt 
Firſt Company, and, if they are right, 
the emancipation of your country is not 
obtained. If they are right, you are be- 
trayed by every man, whom you have 
long looked up to, as well as by thoſe, 
who were but lately in your confidence. 
If the F reſt Belfaſt be right, a Charle- 
mont, who, has devoted his life to your 


= 


E 
a Grattan, whom you almoſt adored, — 
a Brownlow—a Stewart—an Ogle—a 
Yelverton—a Burgh—a Bagnell——in 
ſhort, every member of the ſenate, who 
has diſtingurſhed himſelf in your cauſe, 
in the cauſe of liberty, have ſold you— 
and fix gentlemen, which was the num- 
ber that divided againſt the reſolution in 
the Houſe of Commons, on Friday the 
' 19th inſt. ( That the excluſive right of 
legiſlation, as well external as internal in 
the Parliament of Ireland, was acknow- 
ledged unequivocally by Gieat Britain.”) 
are the only friends of their country. 


« 'Two reſolutions; namely, „That a 
“ claim of any body of men, other than the 
« King, Lords and Commons of Ireland, 
to make laws to bind this kingdom, is 
« unconſtitutional, and a grievance. 


That the ports of this kingdom are, 
by right, open to all foreign countries, 
<« not at war with the King, and that any 


c burthen thereupon, or obſtruction there- 
f CC to, 
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« to, ſave only by the Parliament of 
« Ireland, is unconſtitutional and a griev- 
« ance were among the reſolutions at 
Dungannon. I admit with the Firſt Bel- 
faſt, that theſe reſolutions exclude Eng- 
land from cither making laws internally 
or externally, for Ireland. I would ſhed 
the blood of that heart, which has uni- 
formly beat high in your cauſe, rather 
than ſubmit to either; but I contend for 
it, and I will give you my reaſons, that 
as far as it is poſſible to be ſecured, you 
are ſecure, and that all that has been ſet 
up, after the faith of the nation was 
pledged, if obtained, would not add an 
atom to your ſecurity. 


DPungannon reſolutions ſpread thro 
the kingdom, and the unanimity that 
marked them, declared their juſtice.— 
England felt it, and the Lord Lieutenant 
was inſtantly changed. The new Lord 
Lieutenant aſked for your demnds—Eve- 
ry thing demanded at Dungannon was 
demanded by Parliament—Every thing 

demanded- 
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demanded by Parliament was complied 
with And Parliament expreſſed its full 
and ample ſatisfaction— Then, AN D NO 
TILL TEEN— Then, when the honour, 
faith, and every thing dear to the charac- 
ter of a nation were pledged, it was ſug- 
_ geſted, That a repeal was not ſatisfactory, 
and that a Declaration from England, re- 
nouncing all right to bind us, muſt be 
obtained. The language of better ſecu- 
rity was held out—The language of legal 
ſecurity. was held out—Let us try whe- 
ther this be any thing but words If 
there is meaning, if there is ſecurity, if 
there is honour, if there is juſtice, if 
there is magnanimity in it, let us contend 
for it. But if there is no ſecurity, no ho- 
nour, no juſtice, no magnanimity in it, 
let us treat it with contempt. 


« Let us firſt examine this act, which 
is juſt repealed. The 6th of George I. 
amongſt other things, fays, That Eng- 
land had, hath, and of right, ought to. 


have, a power to make laws to bind Ire- 
land 


(ids 1 


land What does the repeal then ſay ; 
Does it not ſay, 'That they have given up 
what the act contains? Does it not ſay, 
that they had not, have not, nor, of 
right, ought to have, a power to make 
laws to bind Ireland ?—What does Lord 
Abingdon's ſpeech ſay, that is ſo much 
taken notice of, for the bill contained in 
that ſpeech was not ſeconded, does not lie 
on the table, is not mentioned in the mi- 
nutes of the day—I aſk, What does that 
ſpeech ſay? For it is no more than a 
| ſpeech. It ſays, That England now has 
no right to make laws for Ireland, exter- 
nally or internally, becauſe the 6th of 
George the I. is repealed, and therefore, 
he moves for leave to bring i in his bill, 

which was treated with ſuch contempt, 
that it was not even ſeconded. If ſuch 
2 bill was to paſs, then, indeed, your in- 
dignation would be called for—then, in- 
deed, I would be among the firſt to rouze 
you to arms. i; | 
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Let us now examine a Declaration, 


on the part of England, renouncing all 


right.—In the firſt place, we deny, That 


England eyer had a right, and I ſubmit 


to you whether the calling for renuncia- 
tion is not ſaying, England has a right 
What has ſhe to renounce ? Is it nothing 
ſhe has to renounce? If you call on her 
to renounce a right, do you not admit 
that right? Do you not furniſh her at a 
future day, with an argument againſt 
yourſelves ? But grant, that renunciation, 


or declaration from England would not 


admit her right, Where is its ſecurity ? 


Can ſhe not, the next hour, if ſhe thinks 


proper, make a declaration, or a law di- 
rectly oppoſite ? If then, ſhe can, it is a 
ſecurity, that, for my part, 1 would not 
give a farthing for. 


But it is ſaid, it would be a better 
ſecurity. I deny it, where there can be 
no ſecurity, but honour and faith, there 


can be no degrees of ſecurity, it being 
| fully 


— 
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fully underſiood what is the intention of 


the parties in matters of honour and faith, 


is all that is neceſſary—Now, does any 


man doubt, that it is fully underſtood be- 


tween England and Ireland, that we are 


ſatisfied, becauſe we hold that England 


is bound by every tie of honour and faith 
never to attempt to make laws, externally 
or internally, to bind us—As I ſaid be- 
fore, -no declaration or law ſhe could 


make, if ſhe has a mind to be perfidious, 
can prevent her again repealing, or again 
enacting——The miſtake is here. You 
talk of nations as you talk of men,—but 
there is no tribunal, to which nations 
can appeal, to prove their better ſecurity, 


but Heaven. Now, let me ſuppoſe, that 


men have nd other tribunal—-A man 
owed me money, and he gave me his 
note, that he would pay me, and I, at- 


terwards, demanded his bond, though 


there was no tribunal on earth, that could 
enforce the payment of either. Would 
the bond, however high ſounding, be a 
better ſecurity than the note, when there 

was 


111 


was no tribunal that could enforce either ? 
The ſame obſervation will hold with re- 
ſpect to a repeal, declaration and renun- 
ciation. There is no earthly tribunal that 

can decide. We have the honour and 
faith of England. We can have no more. 
I again, and again, repeat it, if England 
is perfidious, our appeal muſt be to Hea- 
ven, and our arguments muſt be our 
Arms. 

« But we ought to have a legal ſecurity. 
What is a legal ſecurity ? Is it not a ſe- 
curity, that an acknowledged legal court 
can try, and give judgment upon? Now, 
how can there be a legal ſecurity between 
nation and nation ? Where 1s the court 
you can go before to plead and enforce 
your ſecurity? If, then, there is no court 


on earth, to which you can go, there can 
be no legal ſecurity. The words are ſounds 
and not ſenſe, and I truſt will not miſ- 
lead your honeſt judgments. 


cc What 


v e * * =y 
IT ? 
- 3 * 
— ; 
> | 
* » 

p 

* N , 
- if 

* 


11 1 

„What is now the fact? No one law 
ET in England, that is not recognized 
by our Parliament, is binding here. No 
one law affecting your external commerce 
made by England, and not recognized by 
your Parliament, is binding on our trade. 
The exertion of the whole claim is laid 


aſide, and you are now, as 0 as any 


nation under Heaven. 


& Converſations, in the Houſe of Com- 
mons of England, are talked of I do not 
care, if fifty tyrants there wiſhed to en- 
flave us, whilſt the legiſlature, as a legiſ- 
lature, repeals the law, which ſays, She 
has a right to bind us. Do we mind in 


our Houſes of Parliament, the abſurdities 


of a few individuals? Do we take the 
raſn, the fooliſh, the mad expreſſions of 
individuals, as the determination of the 
Senate? The argument may miſlead, 
but it muſt appear inſignificant in my ap- 
prehenſion, to every man of common un- 


derſtanding. 


* A bill 


fg) 


% A bill declaratory. of « our rights Gi 
tnoved for lately; and rejected; becauſe 
totally unneceſſary, and becauſe it would 
be involving a new queſtion, after the 
Lords and Commons had, publicly, 
pledged themſelves to be fatisfied, and 
the people had aſſented. 1 will admit, 
that, that bill could have done no-harm, 
and I would have voted for it, had I had 
the honour of a ſeat in Parliament, had 
it been introduced before the nation had 
expreſſed its contentment. But, I think 
it a matter of perfect infignificance as to 
real ſecurity ; and I now ſhould think 


the introducing it, would be the firſt 
breach of faith, on the part « of Ireland. 
You have expreſſed, that, you are ſatisfied 
—You have expreſſed, that you are ſa- 
tisfied, becauſe England has for ever re- 
linquiſhed all claim, or right to bind you 
in any ſhape whatſoever. What then 
would your conduct now be, if, after this, 
you required more? It would be incon- 


ſiſtent, 


= —— oy 
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fiſtent, (With your pardon for the expreſ- 


fion) it would be abſurd. 


ters 


9 Every ne to te — to re- com- 
mit the nation am the only man, it is 


laid, that has been bold enough, to meet 


Mr. Flood in argument either in or out of 


Parliament: it is well, they dated their 
paper the 18th of July, for, I heard Mr. 
Grattan, in the Houſe of Commons, on 


the 19th, anſwer Mr. Flood ſaw al- 
moſt every man, that ! have been taught 
by you, to look up to, as your friends, 
and as the friends of Ireland, with Grat- 
fan—I ſaw Mr. Flood and five others 
againſt the reſolution of that day] be- 
lieve Mr. Grattan will publiſh, what he 
recollects of his ſpeech, and let it ſay for 


itſelf and its eauſe, what my abilities do 


not enable me to do. 


. The reſotarions of Connaught are 
mentioned, and it is ſaid She informs his 
Majeſty, That a revival of the claims, 


either of external or internal legiſlature | 
would 
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would, for ever, ſever the two countries 
Who denies 1 ſpoke it lately-to the 
firſt miniſters of England, and I have evi- 
dence, that I did, if you chooſe to call 
for it—Has not Ulfter done, in fact, the 
ſame thing when theſe words wete intro- 
duced into our Addreſs preſented to the 
Iriſh King, in the preſence of his Engliſh 
Courtiers, ſurrounded by his Britiſh ſub- 
jects, and their parliament then ſitting? | 
« The Addreſſes of the Iriſh Parliament 
cc having diſclaimed any power, of autho- 
6 rity of any ſort whatever, in the Par- 
4 Hament of Great Britain over this realm, 
c ye ſhall conſider an viiqualified, and 
e unconditional repeal of the ſtatute 6th 
&©& Geofge I. by the Britiſh Parliament, 
* made in prtſuance of the ſaid addreſſes, 
* complete renunciation of a prificiple, 


dc hoſtile to the rights of Ireiand, and of all 
te the elaims contained in the aid ſtatute, 


te and as ſuch we will accept it, and deem 
46 1 — | 
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4 What has Connaught done that we 


6 | ue not done? I love and honour Con- 
naught, and I truſt that we will r never de- 


=x viate from their propendings.,. 


- r 


=_ I now Tubmit to you two 4 of 
1 conduct. By diſſenting from the unani- 
= mous vote of your Houſe of Lords, which 
ſays, That a repeal of the 6th George . l. 

is a complete deriliction of all claim, to 
= make laws, internally or externally, for 
4 this country, by diſſenting from your 
1 | Houſe of Commons, where ſix members 
1 only, were found to object to a reſolu- 
e That England had completely re- 
nounced all right, internally or external- 
ly, for legiſlating for us By diſſenting 
3 from the unanimous voice of Dungannon, 
= from the voice of Leinſter, from the voice 
4 of Connavght, and probably from the 
2 voice of Muanſter—You open all anew, 
4 vou undo all that has been done - Vou 
riſk every hazard of a bloody, civil war — 
and if you ſucceed, you get that, which 


» not, cannot be, nor will be a real ſecu- 
rity. 
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rity. . You g render the name of Ireland, 
and particularly of Ulſter, contemptible. 
You make yourfelves inſi ignificant, for, 
who after this changeability, will conſide 
in you? Who will rely upon the opinion 
of this day, being the opinion of to- mor- 
row ? Remember I call upon you'*b re- 
member, that our honor and dignity” ay 
Aa nations 4 are at ſake, „„ 

ert There is another line of cndya'f in 


your power, think well a, it, and thety 
decide. | | | 
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c By deln with inks Tard 1 
Commons, by agreeing with the unani- 
mous voice of the Delegates at Dungan- 
non, by agreeing with Connaught, with 
Leinſter, and with the probable voice of 
Munſter, by being unanimous in the 
conſtruction of the conduct of England; 
and that ſhe has, for ever, relinquiſhed 
all right, internally or externally, to make 
laws to bind this country Nou bind 
N together, you bind England, 
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ag tharies Honour and faith can bind herz 
(and you can bind her no farther) never 
to. infringe; upon your rights By this 
conduct, Ireland, to a man, will unite at 
the firſt infringement, and by uniting, 
ſtop it, Public. propriety and conſiſtency 
will gain you eyery honour, and give 

you, real and true ſability—Whilſt We 
have force, we are ſafe, when we have 
not, we are at the mercy of thoſe wha 
have, this being the caſe, I ſhall ſubmit 
to you the following Reſolutions—Weigh 
them fairly with the other Reſolutions, 
and ſee which eſtabliſhes the honour and 
rights, conſiſtency, faith 1 a 
of your We 
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e That : as og nn has ak 
5 all chat the Reſolutions of the 15th 
February, 1782, at Dungannon, required, 
| and in that demand expreſſed, That 
kabere is uo bady of mn competent ta 
f. make laws to 1 this kingdom, ex- 
; ” <* cept 


FAT 
£6 cept the King, Lords, and Commons of 
cc Ireland, nor any other Parliament 
«.which hath” any authority,” or power of 
4 any fort whatſoever in this country, 
< ſave, only, the Parliament of Ireland.“ 
To aſſure his Majeſty, that we humbly 


{ conceive, that, in this right, the very 


eſſence of our li berties exifts;a right which 
we, on the part of the people of Ireland, 
do glaim as their birth-right, and which 


we cannot yield but with our lives And 


then required the repeal of the th Geo. I. 
and have ſince declared, that repeal to be 
a full and unequivocal! renuneiation on 
the part, of Great Britain, to make laws 
to bind Ireland either externally. or inter- 
nally. W̃ertherefore concerve Great Bri- 
tain fo bound for ever to us and our pof- 
terity, as that we ſhall;confider the ſlight- 
eſt attempt on the part of England to 


make laws i externally or internally, to 
bind Ireland; as the fignal:for irrevocable 
ſeparation,” therefore we do not deem any 


meeting at nnen We at 5 
we J 2 4 8 — * 1 | 
9 2 
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*o © That we, will not 3 it __ ble; 
| that Gteat Britain ſhould ever break-thro? 
the faith andehonohr which, ſhe bas now 
pledged 40 us, but asjppwer is the only | 
true and real: ſecurity i a nation, we will 
continue In thefꝑxereiſo: of arms, and re- 
gommend it to gur lateſt poſterity, to ii: 
tate our example, remtmbering that fre. 
flom cam tin lyncbe twat the Arti 
ff. FRRHMAN. 30 IPS 983: DI: 181 Ag 5 
od. 01 lan 284} , bongfeb cog ih oval bao: 
no%Þ haize:only: thi-addy thav as as to All ins 
ſinuations: ofithei motibes Um conduct, 
J deſpiſe them have dniförrl ly: deted 
with thaſt men, that Lthöught the:Beſt | 
men in this kingdom with" thoſe! men 
whom »yonrtopinions had ſarfHiened A 
J fall. befdre: ꝓopular ũdndignation I fall 
with lalmoſtrwik every mann in this king. 
dom, Whoſe public nH,jGd tas met pour 
approbation evang. fall Witl what is mort 
10 me than all—with dhe Conſciouſneſs 
of having exerted every nerve and every 
. 5 2 J : : 2 ny power 
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power o of mine, to lead you to glory, ho: 
nour and proſperity, and when you had 
obtained that glory,” 'Honour and e 
rity," 'T exerted myſelf, fuceefifully, a as a 


thought, to preve 
deemed would lead you to deſtruction. 


7 1 ATT? 
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ce Whatever you may think ö of m Tt 
* eb. © I-know that 1 am, nk 
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| FE 5 I”, cc And ever have been, 


e Your Faithful, your Devoted; 2 
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is And ey Grateful n 
on Ts: 7 Ty , 

3G I88 KJ > HT 11G Sb: 

5 lid bo: - FRANGIS DOBBS” 

10 KS bas i, un 9 
* * ; : 

TONOF DRB. Srl N 8 


The 31ſt of July arrived, and dif- 
olaved a truly glorious exhibition A : 


Volunteer | encampment , of near three 
thou ſand en. and. the. Volunteer garri- 


13801. 100 : 


ſon of upwards of one thouſand—all 
completely 


tes 1 
compleatly cloathed, armed and accoutred. 
Their military Ano nitädge and appear- 
ancd ſtruck the veteran with wonder, 
and they were at this Revicw, e 
even to themſelves.--r-Glorious men! 
may you neyer be brought either by er- 
or, or deſign, to injure the real intereſts 
ef yonrcountey'?. | . 


Anonymous cial: in thoufands were 
diſperſed, through the camp and garriſon. 
Every private was taught, that he was 
competent to legiſlate, and conſequently 
to expreſs his fentiments on the moſt 
ſpeculative points. Declaration -Re- 
nunciation Simple Repeal Legal Se- 
cuxity— Better Security, and Bill of 
Rights, were all before them----and they 
were, to inſtruct their Delegates 00 theſe 


1 . 
important OWE 1 : 
_ * _ - 
4 3 L + 7 d FY : ” # * 
aw JF J& 4, 1444 n 
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The Delegates allembled on che third 
of Avguſt, and col Stewart, {membet for 
10 Vai 0 the 


aw 
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the county of Down) u was K ak 
called to * a 1 | 


As Riereifing Officer, I LV an K 
dreſs to the Reviewing General Lord 
Charlemont, and in it inſerted a "clauſe 
of our being fully ſatisfied. A debate 
commenced whether it ſhould: not be ex- 
punged, and at the end of eleven hours 
a diviſion took place, when there appear- 
ed for expunging, 31 —againſt it, 29.— 
The Addreſs thus altered, den unani- 
fefcturion of thanks 10 me, as Exereiſing 
Officer, which alſo 18 E 


F CC ERTEAL... 


a diviſion, INTE the liberality of 5 
fouls, and I thanked, them from the bot- 


tom of my heart. r 1 


The Rev. Mr. Bryſon now came 8 
ward : as a, Delegate from the Firſt Belfaſt 
but it being apprehended that the ſenſe 


of the meeting was againſt all politics, 
Colo:2! 


1 140. 5 
Colonel Dawſon moved the queſtion of 


adjournment, 2 ne Die, and on a diviſion 
there were for it 31, againſt it 2), and 
tus ended the buſineſs of FG: OE >! 


* 


1 * 


6 Th let us . alba: wt the 
| firſt and ſecond Dungannon, and the 
Belfaſt Review. - Let, us mark the diſtin- 
ction between agitating plain and ſimple 
truths, . and nice and ſpeculative points, 
where the lower orders « of men, are to in- 
ſtruct their Delegates, ? and not leave them 
to their own diſcretion. At the firſt 
Dungannon, ſo plain and obvious were 
the things propoſed, that there Was ſcarce- 
ly a a diſſentient though 14-7 were reſent. 
At the ſecand Dunganpon, PB there 
were 306 preſent, not a fi ngle difſenting 
voice was heard. At Belfaſt where there 
were only 60 Delegates, there were two di- 
viſions, one 31 to 29—the other 31 t9.27- 
Iwill not draw any i concluſion but 1 in my 
apprehenſion the third of Aug uſt I 1782, is 
widely diſting guiſhed from the 1 5th of 
Febtuary, and 115 of June preceding it. 


- pk Belfaſt 


3 
Belfaſt has the honor or diſhonor of the 
one, and Dungannon of the others. 


Impropriety is always iriconfiſtent, be- 
cauſe there are a thouſand ways of acting 
improperly. Propriety for the contrary 
reaſon is ever conſiſtent. When we ex 
expreſſed ſatisfaction at Dungannon, we 
were unanimous. Let us ſee, are the 
diſſatisfied unanimous. Some are for Re- 
nunciation----Some for a Bill of Rights 
and ſome would be fatisfied, or fay ſo, 
if the Provincials were laid aſide and 
a great majority of Volunteers have not 
expreſſed themſelves, at all----no three 
things can more widely differ, than Res. 
 nunciation----Bill of Rights----and Pro- 
vincials. The firſt muſt be the a& of an 
Engliſh Parliament ; the ſecond of an 
Iriſh Legiflature, and the third, an act 
of the juſt. prerogative of the Crown 
on ſome other recent occaſions the nation 
was unanimous in their object. Had 
they been wrong they would. not have 

== 


[ 
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been ſo. They were right, and being fo; 
wete deſeryedly ſucceſsful. 


Aa le Rights: has bse tots git: 
cuſſed than Renuneiation, let us enquite 


2 whether any, and what ene would 
ariſe from it. 


That we have now a Free Conſtitution 
is not, I believe, denied; but a Bill of 
Rights is neceſſaty to tranſmit it to po- 
ſterity. Suppoſe it obtained, and that it 
declares the King ſhall forfeit his Iriſh 
Crown, the moment he gives the Royal 
Aſſent, to any Britiſh act binding ; 
land. England again becomes ſuperior 
in power, and with that ſuperiority, be- 
eomes perſidious. The Britiſh Parliament 
again, becauſe it can again with impu- 
nity, brings in another bill to bind re- 
land, in all caſes whatſoever. Oh, but 
an Iriſh act declares, if the King gives his 


aſſent to ſuch a law, he is no longer King 


of Ireland? The King, we will ſuppoſe, 
refuſes. The Britiſh Parliament tacks it 
_ EE fo 
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to a Money Bill. Adds, we will neither 


give you money nor ſhall you be our 
King, unleſs you give the Royal Aſſent. 


As to the Iriſh act of Parliament, we have 


power, they are weak, and your Iriſh 
Crown is ſecure. If you doubt, remem- 
ber the Sixth of George the Firft. It was 
repealed becauſe we were weak, and had 
many enemies to eombat, and Ireland 
was in force but Ireland is now weak, 
and muſt again ſubmit. Is this then 
your ſecurity? Is it for this, that you 
are diſſatisfied? Is it for this the peace 
and tranquillity of your country is to be 


diſtarbed ? And is it for this nothing of 


fecurity, that, the unanimous ſatisfac- 


tion of a nation, Was deſtroyed N If Eng- 


land has power and perfidy, fuch a bill 
cannot be a defence and if ſhe has not 


both power and perfidy, ſte will Never 


attempt to legiſlate TOE us. 


But we are informed * has her 


Bill of Rights? What Bill of Rights? 
Will any man ſay it is a Bill of Rights to 
pre vent 


\ | 
© * 4 p . 
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pms: another Legiſlature, from tnaks | 
ing laws to bind Great Britain? And 
yet it is for this, and this purpoſe only; 
that an Lriſh Bill * Rightss) is contended 
for. 


* 


Thie Provineials is dnother” ſource of 
diſcontent. Let us conſider this meaſure 
yy: _ try, whether it does, or does 
deſerve the _—_ which it re- 
ceives. * 
"LE TIE; i SEP 
Parliamerk gave to his Mien the 
power of taking 8, ooo men from Ireland; 


though our force was always to be 


1 25000. And particularly ſpecifies, that 
his Majeſty is thus empowered, becauſe 


they wiſh to ſhew their zeal and affeQiori 


to their ſiſter kingdom. The eſta- 
bliſhment of 12,000 is compleatly pro- 


vided for, becauſe the King is to take 


them, only, if he ſhall deem it neceſ- 
* 


id 


Let 


„ 44 
= 18 OO 


1 8 
bel u — the King, according 


bs: his acknowledged prerogative "might 


have. done, e LU _ ee So! ow 
| ner NRHA dec 1 
* + Could 10 nee ive raiſed loss chen it 
iam, and after wards ſent them to Eng- 
| land? Could he not have raiſed 55080 men 
In England, Wales or Scotland, and have 
ſent them to Ireland and then taken 53000 
of the-+2;060 ft Would Iteland in eithef 
cate have 1dweted Her forte, or her ex: 
penditure ? Does then tlie zeal anũꝗ af2 
fection of Patliameſt, in che hour 'of 
England's” diſtreſs, deprive the King of 
5, o. men? Does this act deprive "the 
King of what he had a right to before it 

paſſed:?-IF it does I believe ſuch a mode of 
ſbemingideal and affection, is unpafalleled 
* th annals of Parfame nt. 


>, * 
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e IR the King takes them, they a are to be 
paid” by- England; "but cannot the King, 


the moment he chooſes, : return them— 
0 12 27 Son? DI. 2 1 | : - 'or 


- 4 y 
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11{ $846 34-- 
or an equal number of men? If then he 
can, the queſtion comes te this—whe- 
ther we would rather have an army of 
Engliſh, Welch, or Scotch, than an army 
of Iriſhmen. Do you think your liber- 
ties ſafer by your - eſtabliſhment. being 
compoſed of regiments in rotine, totally 
unconnected with you, than by an 


BE eſtabliſhment, of Iriſnmen? reſiding 


S . of 


with. you——-ſorrounded- by their rela- 
tions, neighbours/ and friends — mar- 
ried and connected to you by every en- 
dearing tie- and bound by every prin- 
ciple., of nature, habit, andaffeQion, to 
be the guardians. of your ans and 


. 


the Wee of Wee. native land. 
ND PEE 1 bed „ 365 

ket . gor pet goto Fog 
it with our preſent ſituation. Norarmed 
body but 12, 000 men, made up of every 
deſcription, and only paſſing through, 
not ſettling in the land. A militia eare- 
fully. avoided—for , Irithmen.- oppreſſed, 
were not to be truſted with arms,. How 


different the times? Behold thoſe regi- 


ments 


% 1 
ments of rotine taken away, and Iriſh- 
men ſubſtituted in their ſtead. Had 1 
a doubt of Engliſh ſincerity, this would 
temove it. Had England the intention 
of 'any latent perfidy, Provincials are 
not what they would look up to, to carry 
it into execution. I truſt ere long the 
people will view this in its proper light 
will make the encteaſe and continuance 
of Provincials their darling object, till at 


length it becomes the ſole eſtabliſhment. 


If the eſtabliſhment be more than what 


is neceſſaty, let Parliament leſſen it: 


but let the defenders of Went be Triſh: 
men. | 


* 


As to the 5 dicuniting Vo- 
luntéers, I do not comprehend it; and as 
to lowering their numbers, ſo 5 any 
other levy, if even all the Provincials were 


Volunteers, what has that great body to 


fear from them. Whilſt Volunteers con- 


tinue, the military cannot hurt them 
and if they ſhould not continue, is not 
L 2 Provincials 


1 
3 * 


T 
Provincials the leaſt n eſta- 


klihm ent. 


. 1 * thus endeavoured to give a 


ſhort, and I truſt, a juſt; and impartial 
account of theſe extraordinary times. Let 
thoſe who with me rejoice, in the Modi- 
fication of the Law of Poynings',—who 
with me rejoice in the. Perpetual Cauſe 
of the Mutiny Bill being removed—who 


with me rejoice in the Independence of 


the . Judges; Who with me rejoice in 
the Foundation laid for the Military 
Eſtabliſhment of Ireland, being Iriſh- 


men ;—In ſhort, let thoſe who with me 
rejoice in the Repeal of the 6th of Geo. I. 
and the Liberties of Ireland reftored, — 
venerate the name of Portland !—-Be- 
hold with gratitude and wonder -what has 

den done for us in his Adminiftration ! 


And then adore the living God! 


PIE” 


I will, now ſtate what, appears to me 


"Our preſent ſituation. 


| | 1 1 Ireland 
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Ireland is Free, but cannot inſtantly 
reap the benefits of emancipation—A Free 
Trade cannot be beneficial, till we are en- 
abled to take the advantage of it—it is 
nugatory, till by the means of arts and 
induſtry, of agriculture and manufactures, 
we are enabled to ſupply our own, and 
alſo the wants of other nations Till this 
period arrives, the right of exportation is 
of little value— Thoſe great and important 
changes that have taken place, will not 
bring riches uninvited, but they have 


given the certain means, by which riches 
may be acquired. 


Ireland ſeems now a favoured nation--- 
ſituated on the verge of the old, it will 
naturally become the mart between it and 
the new world---Our ports and harbours 
point out, that commerce is our object 
Our ſoil produces all that is neceſſary to 
the ſuſtenance of man; our ſcas are filled 
with riches---and to crown all, our cli- 4 


mate, is excelled by none. = - 
2 


L z But 9 
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But Ireland is almoſt i in a ſtate of na- 
ture Her fields and her inhabitants are 
equally uncultivated ;---The linen manu- 
facture is the only one fully eſtabliſned, 
and even that, has many great and Po.. 
erful rivals. | 


| Let any man 1 acquainted with England 

* compare it, and its inhabitants, with Ire- 
land :---By nature this country is ſupe- 
rior; but arts, induſtry and freedom, 
have raiſed England far aboye us——amidſt 
the enormous taxes which the Engliſh 
pay, behold them with peace and plenty 
in their looks; neat in their dreſs; and 
in their dwellings---whilſt Iriſnmen, un- 
der light taxation, are meagre in their 
faces, filthy in their dreſs, and dwell i in 
hovels. | | : 


7 Let the Iriſh then, by their propriety 
1 of conduct, invite ſtrangers to their land. 
BY > They will bring their arts and wealth 
] = Wong with them. Their wealth will be 
es. and what is better, their arts 


1 and 


[ [191] 
and induſtry will be diffuſed :---] would 
rather ſee the promiſed colony from Ge- 
neva, which the Duke of Leinſter has ſo 
gloriouſly invited, * than twenty parch- 
ment renunciations, and twenty parch- 
ment bills of rights, that may be as 
eaſily broke through as the parchment 
that contains them. Let us get manu- 
factures and people let us become in- 
duſtrious, and thereby wealthy and let 
us look forward to the only real ſtrength 
of nations men and money. This is the 
barrier 1 would, raiſe | to o Iriſh W 


But what ſranger By” come, | what | 
artiſt will ſettle, or who will bring his 
wealth to Ireland, if arms is legiſlation. 
The Volunteers have been the ſaviours, 
but it is alſo in their eee to be the 


deſtroyers of their W ee . 
21 ; 

| Volunteer | 

} 3% 


* The Duke of Leinſter has offered, run any dec 
2000 acres, to the colony. — A noble inflance of poblig ip | 


tit and humanity. 


EOS 
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1 1 are unpreccdented, 7 
kiftory does not record their like. They 5 
have therefore no example to purſue, but 
they may leave 2 glorious one behind 
them. A great occaſion called them, in 5 n 
fac, to. legiſlate ; but a great occaſion 
only ſhould doi it. 1 allow, the people have 


a right! to return to a ſtate of nature, and 


chooſe again the terms on which they 
will enter into ſociety ; 55 but whilſt their 
government exiſts, they ſhould obey it 

It is the people's right to repreſent Fs 
grievances; and any real grievance will 
ynite them in ſeeking for redreſs; and 
When waited, they muſt ty pfatified. 


The Manta poles 1 power, 
and. have ſcen it led to glorious pur-. 
poſes; but at that moment I dreaded, 
leaſt it might be perverted. I had read 
the Hiſtory of England, and remember- 
£d that an incenſed people once ſent forth 


3 2 army from themſelves, though not 
| Volunteers, to tear an infatuated, and 


arbitrary 


vÞ 


Ins 4 


arbitrary monarch from his throne, and 
to deprive him of his life. I remembered 
alſo, that the ambitious Cromwell, by 
means of that very ar my, became a greater 
en than bim he tae deffroyed. 
Let the FRY and the ett l look 
at this, and both may find a leſſon 
What did the people gain by going fur- 
ther than they -ought---ſlavery'!---What 
did the ambitious Cromwell gain, by all 
his hypocricy, and all his villainy ?---Mi- 
ſery---the worſt of miſery---the miſery . 
of guilt. He lived in perpetual appre- 
henſion---He eat in armour, he walked 
in armour, and he ſlept in armour : nay, 
he would not even venture to ſleep 
twice fucceſſively in the ſame chamber. 
Thus at war with himſelf, and with the 
world, he lived deteſted, and died we 
out a friend. 


Hows diene) ion Cromwell, might ' 
have been thy lot!-----If the unhappy » * 
Charles, could not be fpared, had you 

called 


[ 184 ] | 
called home his ſon, and fixed the con. 


ſtitution, ona firm and laſting baſis.--Had 


you diſbanded your army, and told them 
their buſineſs was accompliſhed, and that 
they might then enjoy the bleſſings of 
peace and liberty reſtored, you would 
have been among the beſt and greateſt 
of mankind.---You would have enjoyed 
every bleſſing of life, and would have 
received every tribute. of applauſe---and 
when at length the hour of fate arri ved; 

you would have died amidſt the ee 

tations of your countrymen ; and record- 
ing monuments would have tranſmitted 
your glorious name to the lateſt poſterity, 


E he Volunteers 3 —_ 1 dars 


ſay will conſider, that they are not the 


people of Ireland :---Should they, becauſe 
they have power, act contrary to the 
ſenſe of the majority of the people, they 
become tyrants---whether one or ſixty 
thouſand oppreſſors exiſt, is the ſame to 


the oppreſſed or if there is a difference, 


= zs in favour of the ſingle tyrant. 


It 


It is ſaid the characters of men ought 


not to be conſidered; I ready allow that 
if good politics are recommended, no mat- 
ter by whom, they ought to be attended 
to. But who are to judge of theſe politics? 


I ſhall be told the people at large. Now: 


the people at large may be very compe- 
tent to judge of characters, but not of 
nice points in politics. —-He who is oblig- 
ed to work at his loom, at his plow, or 
at the other various occupations of life, 
has neither the means, nor leiſure, for in- 


formation: -He cannot look back into 


the page of hiſtory, and learn to direct his 
future conduct, by the experience of paſt 
ages. A plain honeſt countryman, not 
hurried away by his paſſions, if his vote 
was aſked on a point he did not under- 
ſtand, but which was either materially. to 
injure or to ſere the nation, would natu- 
rally conſult the beſt informed of his 
neighbours. If two men of equal know- 
ledge were in his reach, the one remark. 
able for every vane, the other though 

cqual 
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equal in underſtanding, remarkable for 

every vice Which would he go tor 
The queſtion anſwers itſelf. I ſay then 
the people ſhould examine the character 
and the obvious motives of N man, 
who wiſhes to direct them. 


For inſtance, if a man notoriouſly diſap- 
pointed in his expectations from govern- 
ment, was to oppoſe that government, I 
would liften to him with caution.---lf a 
man, by a change of men and meaſures, 
had loſt conſiderable emolument, or been 
diſappointed in expected honors, his op- 
poſition would would have little weight 
with 'me.---If a man difcarded, and who 
had uniformly been the advocate of flave- 
Ty and the tool of corruption, ſhould 
come and preach to me, Iriſh Free- 
dom, I ſhould deſpiſe bis meanneſs, 
and deteſt his baſeneſs. And if men, 
who had ſold their votes, but from a 
change of miniſters had not receiv- 

ed the Wages of iniquity, were violent 
| againſt 
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againſt the new Adminiſtration, it would 
not influence me, becauſe their motives 
would be obvious. . 


, Tf on 9 2 other Wy 1 faw men whoſe | 
public and private life had been uni- 
for mly upright—whoſe conduct had uni- 
formly | tended to the intereſts of their 
country and the rights of mankind, ſup- 
port t the new adminiftration——T would 
- form a good opinion of the principles on on 
which it acted, and of the meaſures it was 
purſving. 'In ſhort, I would believe that 
Government to be beſt, which the beſt 
men SUPPORTED. | 
The doctrine, of every man being fit 
to legiſlate, is pretty induſtriouſly propa- 
5 gated, This is very diftinct from 1 
Qs. of laws that = are made ; and of defi 
ing their repeal. Let me here.aſk the peo- 
ple at large a feu queſtions. When you 
are ſiek and want a phyſician, would 


You 2 to your neighbouring plow- 
man, 


—ä— — — a 
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man, and give him a fee er his advice 7 
If you are cheated in your property, or 
a man will not pay you a juſt debt, will 
you go to your, neighbour manufacturer, 
and give him a ſee to inform you how 
vou can legally obtain your right? It 
vou were chooſing a Miniſter to preach 
the Goſpel, would you chooſe one, and 
pay him for it, who could not even read 
the Scrip ptures! f Conſider then why you wiſh 


| fora man Who has fludied phyſi ick, when 


you are ſick - why you conſult a man 
Who has been bred to the law when you 
*are wronged : and why you would chooſe 
a miniſter of learning arid piety : and then 
tell me, if without learning or eee | 


| * are fit to be N 2 


- 1 : 7 


2 Ks Legitith ſh6uld 1e an exceſſeit 

. head,” and an undobbted heart: his 
"knowledge ſhould be extenſive, and every 
form of government ſhould be his ſtudy : 
He ſhould have read the Hiſtory of the 
world, and minutely ſtudied that of his 


"own. country; and the happineſs and 
1 855 proſperity 


c my 4 
proſperity of the people, ſhould be his 
1 eee, 


— 


But a1 is to alia of theſe qualifica- 5 


tions? T anſwer, the people. This leads 


me to that glorious Conſtitution which 


we have regained, and which I alſo 
hope, Ireland is to bring | to its perfec- 
tion. | 

Was my pen but adecjaate to ny pur- 
pole were my powers of reaſoning equal 


to my object; ; would lead you to laſt- 
ing proſperity.” 1 will, However inade- 


quate tothe purpoſe, attempt it; and lay 


before you the «a F ic ho to Pr 


| * 
de. ct gnitk 
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To the Volunteers, I would recommend; 
ne ver to engage in ſpeculative points, on 
which it is impoſſible to obtain ufaninff 
ty. If again ſome great and ſelf-evident 


truth ſhould require it, let them again 
e e Lan them; ROK api Free- 


Ci 1c men 
1 p 
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inen and Frecholders butt diceufted that 
Freedom which is now obtained, Should 
any grie vance remain, or hereafter ariſe 
let. the ſame; eourſe be purſued. The 


| ; 1 5 ns will eee r , = 


: 92110 
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Though 1 with Veen to — alen, 
|. | till the object 18 perfectly clear, and fully 
* teceived by the people at large; yet [ 
| wiſh them to fetain their arms and their 
- knowledge. of them for ever. —Withb the 
1 preſent generation that knowledge cannot 


* V4 : be loſt—once. A ſoldier and. always. Aa {o]- 
der, Teach, then the Fifi g. generation 


bes ts march, and che uſe of the fires 
4 Hock: This will coſt nothing but a little 
trouble. Your arms will deſcend to your 


þ Bo” 5 eee if oecaſion requires, 


_ 2 * 


1 ey will ſoon! learn what remains, to 
{I 3 eee Atti ei 2 doidw 

| | ov! 68. bag 36919 ck ARBE: II ! 
Ui | Ford Temple is is now our Viceroy. 1 1 
5 27 b Ws not praife men becauſe they are great, 
baut from all I have heard of him, we have 
| every 
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every reaſon to expect 4 Ju and ho- 
nourable Adminiſtration; But you. the 5 
people, muſt enable him t0,.do you ſer- 


vice. I. you, will throw unreaſonable | 
obſtac los. in his ay the lo will be fp | 
oi. There are many; very matiy, who | 
will rejoice ti ſłe vou dlog the wheels of 
government, 4g Their: corrupt ſervioes 
would' Zhen betomie neceffary; and what is 

no leſs ved r g FH would: 
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Conſtitution. For v Various e 15, 
imp oe % J uld all ms tog ether to 
daiberats And ther TOE 2 Coche is 


Houſe ſe of Patliamegt 156 25 efent 5 i 


Let us try Ahetker we! are, af 
not rep reden, for we indi not bE rey 
cred by w. T 
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The Houſe "of C gmmons coal, of. 


three hundred members. There are ſixty- 
3 M | four 
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four of them mot by the counties; the 
' remainder by cities and boroughs. The 
ſixty⸗ four from counties, are in ſome 


meaſure, in the option of the people, and 


as many more from the cities and 
boroughs, may, by an exertion of the 
people, be freely choſen. Suppoſing this 
a fair calculation, and I apprehend it is 
not far wrong, the people by poſſibility. 

can cari only ſend one hundred and ö twenty 11 
eight members to Parliament. What is 


1 ſnug boroughs ſend the remaining 


one, hundred and ſeventy-two. . Theſe 
TK ghs 7 are. the property of a few. 
Lor and CREE and 2 0 che 


„„ As. 2 


che Crown 1 en and the People unite, and | 
reſtore the C nee. 2 ion! BE 1 
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Let us ſee the effect of this abuſe. 
A Lord Lieutenant lands with every wiſh 
to ſerve Ireland=Parliament meets 
the Commons, who are in fact nearly 
the repreſentatives of the Lords wilt 
not ſupport Government, unleſs gra- 
tiſied with this place, and that penſion; 
On theſe terms the bufineſs of Govern- 
ment may be done — but then the people 
look for retrenchment—and if retrench- 
ment is given, Parliament cannot be gra- 
tified—and if not gratified, the . 
uſineſs cannot be done. 88 


What part then is left for the OP 2 
I ſay if you wiſh for retrenchment up- 
port Government inſfruct even that . 
minority of members which you ſend, to g 
where you ought to ſend all, to ſupport 
Government. But if no experience wilt. 
teach yon, and you will for ever liſten 
to any man, who calls himſelf a patriot 
if you will for ever blindly oppoſe all 


Government, no matter whether good or 
M 2 bad, 
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bad bit is you. that keep up uſeleſs 


places and unneceſſary penſions It is 


you who make taxation burthenſome, 
and you are the inſtruments of your own. 


nas, 


33 then your Said for once 


judge of Goyernment by its works, but 


place a confidence in it, till thoſe works. 


are ſeen,——See whether this will not 
bring round that retrenchment which 
vou look for—it is an experiment worth 
: 5 your ive. | 


Th 1 is- whor the preſent, l is ; the conduct 
"a gend. But there is one object 


4 


=: Lede have you uniformly. keep in 
= i oh and if attained; ; trouble yourſelves 


math politics, except at ſtated 


NP + ins; when. 109-8 are to renew 95 our de- 
8 2 a 7 oe | A ee my 
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The celebrated Monteſquieu, ſtudied 
Government perhaps more than any 
other man that ever lived. The reſult 
was, that he declared the Britiſh Conſti- 
tution the wiſeſt in the world. That 
Conſtitution is ours, and let it be our care 
to make it, and to keep it, perfect. 


The Conſtitution conſiſts of King, 
Lords and Commons —each has its par- 
ticular function and its perfection is, 
when each performs its proper duties - 
The King acts in perſon the Lords in 
perſon and the People by their Repre- 
ſentatives. If the People are not l 
and fairly repreſented, fo far the Con 


tution is impaired.---That it is at — Ws 


ment ſo Impaired, is fell-evidentie-The 
King and the Lords are both thiſtaliEn; 
they think this adds to their Wen 
The purity of the Conſtitution muſt be 
moſt advantageous to all. oo „ 
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But I ſhall be told all this 13 —_ but 
how amend it? I acknowledge it will 
take time, deliberation, and perſeve- 

- rance---but thoſe three things will do it. 
Many difficultics will be. ſtarted ; the 
| greateſt IT apprehend will be the property 
| of the boroughs. Let ys attack this dif- 
a ficulty then, and if we can get over the 
* greateſt, the leſſer will yield before us. 
be market price, as I have heard, for 
a borough is 8,000l. Suppoſe eighty- 
| fix boroughs to be bought. They would 
| coſt ' 688,000]. and I will be bold to ſay 
it would be the beſt purchaſe the People 
I ever made. It would bring in the Prinz 8 
3 eee ad intereſt i in a ſeſſion. | 


1 
F 
| 
i 
is 
4 
\F 
'F 
| 
| 


| But! it wil 2 faid, it would be unjuſt 

0 compel men to ſell? I anſwer, that 

=. private gratification ſhould always yield 
0 public good; and as to its being un- 

| 1 juſt, how can. they complain of getting 


the value of what, conftitutionally ſpeak- 
ing, they never hag, nor never could 
have 
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have a right in; let not the Borough- 
maſters think ſuch a meaſure hard: 
the Duke of Athol was obliged to ſell 
the rights of the ſovereignty of Man, 
becauſe it was for the good. of the em- 2 
pire. e 5 


I then this great difficulty can be wot | 
over, the ſmaller ones are little to be 
feared—England i is in purſuit of the ſame 


objet—Major Cartwright, Doctor Jebb, 


Mr. Sharp, and a great number of other 


worthy men, have written on this ſub- 
ject, and in my opinion ſhewn (hat it 
is an object perfectly ne our f 


Let us begin then but let us 5 begin . 
end with temper :—Our preſent Piri 
ment if not diſſolved, muſt ſoon die 4 


natural death at the next election, let 1. 


the people exert themſelves let them 
bring in, where they have the power, 
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the beſt. and: wiſeſt MEN they: can finds 
let them bind them in 2 ſolemn ee 


reprofantation-—lz will. * for Orr after- 
wards, to. ſee how this glorious. meaſure 


WT can be effected and I would leave the 
—inftrution 75 the preſent, chus at large, 


1 KA e og doubt but thoſs who \ were 
| notLle@tos, Would] join in expreſſing the 


wiſh, Pecauſe they would alſo 122 


e the event have no doubt, but 


in theſe liberal days, every juſt demand 
of the people will be acceded to- I have 


a +4 t, büt our gracious ſoverei gn feels, 


no dor 
that the true honor, dignity and ſecurity 
of his crown, conſiſts in the purity of the 
"conflitution—1 have no doubt, but the 
Lords will ſee, that their hereditary ho- 
Bors. and, fortunes will be: better ſecured, 
by the e in, and S{Þrpation 


bead ub. people will wn the happi- 
neſs, 
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nefs, of living under our glorious conſti- 
tution, too well, ever to 'wiſh an en⸗ 
croachment on the privileges of thePeers, - 
or the juſt prerogatives of the Crowu. 


If it were poſſible, our legiſlature; ſhould _ 
be again deaf to the juſt demand ot an 
united people: Let the Volunteers aga 
come forward let them again refolve— 
that they ſeek for their rights, and no 
more than their rights, and "info juſt a 
purſuit, would doubt the 1 4wn PW. 
n if they Ae of luck. 


1 8 1 
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cmpare this i ow. EY a ſpe if 1 
eulative renunciation, and a feeble bill of 'Y 
rights compare it with a attacking, the 


; juſt prerogatives of the Crown, and leave 
ſuch unſubſtantial and n . 
ſuits. 55 1 
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I will ins a pig ant 45. 


poſe . difficulty” . to the 
2 deen 


| L 770% J 
temper and firmneſs of the people, and 
to the wiſdom and virtue of real Prtriot- : 
iſm I will ſuppoſe the conſtitution in 


its full vigour, and the rights of the peo- 
ple full 1 reſtored. 5 


5 Behold then the people Geding men 
| to Parliament, diſtinguiſhed for their un- 
derſtanding and knowledge and above all 
for their integrity; for without integrity, 
underſtanding and knowledge, would be 
the moſt dangerous qualification: Be- 
bold ſuch a Houſe of Commons, ſetting 
about the glorious work of making a 
People happy :-—Behold them aboliſhing 
__ uſeleſs places, and arranging neceſſary 
ones = Behold them encouraging manu- 
_ factures, and promoting the knowledge 
of agricultuze---Behold them making the 

lavvs plain and fimple, and bringing juſ- 
tice home, even to the pooreſt---Behold 
dem making the public revenue and the 
expenditure keep pace, and rendering the 
eee of that revenue eaſy to the ſub; 
| _ 
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jot—Behold them taking off all taxes that 


fall upon the poor, and placing them 
where they ought to be, on the luxuries 
of life—Behold all neceſſary places, filled 


by men of ability, knowledge and in- 


tegrity; and ſervility and corruption no 


longer the road to preferrment—and then 


behold inhabitants from eyery quarter, 
crouding to your happy Iſle—courting 
the bleſſings of ſuch a government—re- 


* — 7 


ceiving happineſs from you; and you in 


return, receiving from thein arts and : 


induſtry, and all that crowns. a nation 5 


with peace, honor and proſperity. 


\ 


I ever bartered principle for gold, you 
wrong me: As a citizen, I have a right _ 
to take any employment, that 1 am 


equal to: I have, at leaſt for the preſent, 


left the Bar, and have taken a Dient * 
nant Colonelcy in the Provincials: I have 
already publicly declared, if called on, 


* 


1 have thus laid before you the honeſt 
ſentiments of my heart If you conceive 
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. Jane, Iwill reſign it: 
| Glorious in kh 5 for reaſons 1 have g 


= 


| Pivvincials have my writ 7 f 
5 , id ſhall they ever have, my warmeſt | 


py 


add, that the firſt 
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